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No Prizes for Comina Second 


O n May 1 1996 the Front 
National presented itself 
at the “trade union of 
the French." The Hnk unfortu¬ 
nately it not entirely rhetorical. 
The NF it now the largest work¬ 
ing date party in France. In the 
1995 presidential elections 27% 
of blue collar workers voted for 
la Pen. In Austria, October 1996, 
one in two industrial workers 
voted for the Freedom Party , 
giving them 27.6% of the vote 
overall in a national election. 
The tame trend is applicable 
throughout Europe. The long 
cherished belief that fascism's 
constituency was exclusively 
drawn from petit-bourgeois ele¬ 
ments has been shattered. In 
fact the reverse has happened. It 
is not only primarily but exclu¬ 
sively from this streta that the 
conservative Left recruits. 

AFA has long recognised these 
developments are not coinci¬ 
dental. The rise of the far-right 
in Europe is not the cause of the 
Left's failure, but the conse¬ 
quence of that failure. 

By definition anti-fascism is a 
rearguard action. Even now 
many groups prefer to hide their 
head in the sand. Those that do 
take up the issue are most stri¬ 
dent that the very values, strate¬ 
gies, and attitudes that caused 
the problem ie an orientation to 
the labour movement, students 
and sectional interests etc need 
only be applied more vigorously 
to achieve a resolution to the 
threat. In reality such an 
approach invariably compounds 
the problem. 

In Britain we had the situation 
in the aarly 90's where the strat¬ 
egy of the ANL was to invite 
people to vote Labour in order 
to eiectoralty crush the BNP. The 
result was that people who 
sought change were being 
stampeded in the BNP's direc¬ 
tion by the ANL's strategy. In the 
Isle of Dogs where the ANL car¬ 
pet bombed the area with pro¬ 
paganda the BNP's vote rose by 
30% in a couple of months as a 
direct result. 

Stumbling Block 

Despite the relative success of 
the BNP on the Isle of Dogs they 
have as yet been unable to 
repeat this success across the 
country. An objective assess¬ 
ment would (as the fascists 
themselves often do) point to 
AFA nationally as a major stum¬ 
bling block. This Is not simply 
because AFA has a cutting edge, 
denied to others by their own 
strategies, but because the 
problem of fascism is 
approached from a class per¬ 
spective. That is to say that fas¬ 
cist influence in an area is 
approached not only from how 
the fascists politically threaten 
working class interests in the 
long term, but also in dealing 
with the fascists locally to be 
aware of working class sensibil¬ 
ities in the here and now. 
Essentially. AFA regards tha 
working class as its constituen¬ 
cy and that determines who, 
and how the issue is politically 
addressed. 

Anti-Fascist Action was set up 
in 1986. By 87-88 it was appar 
ent that AF^ needed to, re fopus, 
A controversial internal policy 


document made the following 
point 

'aiming propaganda at the vie- 
tima of faaciam - blacks, Asians, 
gays la mistaken and patronis¬ 
ing. Thay do not naad to ba con- 
vincad thay are tha victims, thay 
already know that'. 

At the time it led to a split in 
AFA with about ten mainly 
paper organisations withdraw¬ 
ing support while accusing the 
authors, among other things, of 
- racism. (Significantly leading 
figures later went on to set up 
the late end un-lamented Anti- 
Recist Alliance) 

Fascism's Targets 

Recently a French anti-fascist 
magazine ruefully admitted to 
the wide support for the FN 
among the French working 
cless. Here is what it proposes 
as the bests for the resistance: 
“The social beefs for an anti-fas¬ 
cist movement can only (our 
emphasis) be found among 



a y fr 1 


Austria 


those who are fascism Is targets,’ 
mainly immigrants but also 
gays and lesbians, people with 
disabilities and others." 

You don't have to be genius to 
recognise that it is precisely this 
formula, this recipe for peraly- 
sis, that got them into trouble in 
the first place. Similarly 'bring¬ 
ing it to the labour movement' is 
always the cry of those eager to 
shed themselves of responsibil¬ 
ity. And when the TUC fail to 
arm anti-faaciat militias then 
this is a sign that they must re¬ 
double their efforts in the lobby¬ 
ing department. 

Rat Run 

Naturally the anti-fascist navel 
gazer finds it convenient to 
ignore the fact that fascists first¬ 
ly categorise, divide end sub 
divide in order to control. 
Fascism's victims, are selected 
not because they appear to be 
vulnerable but precisely 
because they are vulnerable. 
That is why they are picked on. 
To argue that a selection of 
scapegoats hand picked by the 
fascists themselves is the only 


social basis for ami- fascism is 
in reality passing the buck. A 
theoretical rat run invented to 
avoid the unseemly business of 
actual confrontation and resis¬ 
tance. 

Tha only social basis for ami- 
fascism is the working dess and 
for real ami-fascists the only cat¬ 
egories that matter are pro¬ 
working class or ami-working 
class. For over a decade the 
French Left have sought to deny 
this, and in having convinced 
themselves now baldly 
acknowledge mat tne fascists 
"outrageous policies seem 
increasingly banal, even legit¬ 
imised. They are present on 
school governors committees. 


municipal budget...everywhere 
you turn you see them." 

Everywhere You 

'Him... 

Of course the analysis does not 
examine why you see them 
everywhere you turn, how, in a 



period of just over ten yeers 
they have been allowed to 
establish a maas base in France 
and a bridgehead for faaciam in 
Europe. This is no mystery. 
History is known to be pitiless. 
So on the face of it the contrast 
between Britain and France 
could not be greater. But this 
analysis would be superficial 
and dangerously premature. 
This is no time for eeif congratu¬ 
lation. Remember, that it was 
under the Socialist Party regime 
in the mid 80's that the FN 
began their steady climb to the 
top. 

Undoubtedly a distinct advan¬ 
tage in establishing their radical 
credentials was that the primary 
anti-FN organisation, S.O.S 
Racisms, was directly linked to 
and sponsored by Mitterand 
himself. The Anti-Nazi League 
not only campaigns for Labour, 
but is in turn sponsored by a 
possible future Cabinet Minister 
in Labour MP Peter Hein. 

If there is one reason that the 
BNP and others are literally rub¬ 
bing their hands in glee in antic¬ 
ipation of a Labour victory in 


May. it is that the ‘Anyone But 
Fascists' (ABF) strategy 
favoured by the likes of the ANL 
end Searchlight inevitably leads 
to such cross-class alliances. 
This results in the far-Right's 
radical credentials being estab¬ 
lished in the minds of the vary 
elements seeking social or polit¬ 
ical change, not by a Goebbels- 
like spin doctor but - by the 
propaganda of the opposition. 

Euro-Nationalism 

On top of that the BNP would 
appear to be making a decisive 
change of direction. Earlier in 
the year a hardline fascist 
spelled it out. 

“The BNP won the Isle of Dogs 
for the very good reason that it 
employed Euro-nationalist 
methods on an experimental 
basis in Tower Hamlets - and the 
party must take this on boerd. 
All the successful nationalist 
parties in Europe are modem 
Euro nationalist. There is a new 
way of doing things a new poli¬ 
tics. The new politics mean suc¬ 
cess the old failure." 

The Isle of Dogs experiment of 
1993, saw the BNP. in their own 
words “actively going into a 
working class community and 
talking to people, listening to 
what they hed to say, articulat¬ 
ing their problems end identify¬ 
ing solutions*. 

No longer a battle for control of 
the streets but a battle for hearts 
and minds. 

Effectively the arena had 
switched from the streets to 
working class door-steps. And 
AFA was hamstrung. The strate¬ 
gy of confrontation that had 
been so devastating against the 
old BNP way of doing things 
proved impotent against the 
new. If indeed the new politics 
mean success and the old fail¬ 
ure, then AFA too, must take this 
on board. Otherwise in ten 
yeers time, it is us who may also 
share in the experience of see¬ 
ing them at every turn. 
Meanwhile, as the fascists are 
importing lessons from Europe, 
AFA must begin the task of 
exporting the fundamentals of 
militant anti-fascism to Europe. 
Pound for pound, AFA is proba¬ 
bly the most effective anti-fas¬ 
cist organisation in Europe. As 
meny on the far-Right look to 
France and Italy and Austria for 
guidance and inspiration, 
increasingly other militants 
from Europe and beyond ere 
looking to Britain for the fascist 
antidote. 

Of course a blue prim of sort 
does exist; 'No platform', physi¬ 
cal and ideological confronta¬ 
tion, and tha refusal to do 
Faustian deals with the state for 
short term gain ate. Few groups 
would have trouble adopting 
the militant's programme • 
implementing it is of course 
something else. 

Clawing Back 

The first step toward clawing 
back the situation, is to recog¬ 
nise that throughout Europe 
and beyond, our opponents, the 
opponents of militant ami-fas¬ 
cism are organised. 

The far-ripht, the state, and the 
law abiding pacifists of the con¬ 
servative Left, network, sepe- 


rately, and sometimes together 
to defeat, criminalise and mar¬ 
ginalise the militants. Though 
OBT&nsiDiy in pursuit of oinsram 
objectives it is undeniably the 
far-right that is setting the polit¬ 
ical agenda to which the other 
two respond. Ironically the only 
people not organised along 
European or International lines 
ere the people who need this 
solidarity the most The mili¬ 
tants must also be organised. 

It is not as If this idea has just 
dawned on us. In 1993 an agree¬ 
ment on the principles of mili¬ 
tant anti-fascism between 
London AFA and a prominent 
organisation on the Continent 
appeared to need only the 
crossing of t's and the dotting of 
1 %. 

The function of the agreement 
was to co-host an international 
militant ami-fascist conference 
and to set up a militant anti-fas- 
cist network. Over night it col- 
lapeed. It appears that the mili¬ 
tants were ambushed by con¬ 
servative elements within their 
own organisation. (Though hard 
to even comprehend we would 
be naive to believe that some¬ 
thing similar could not happen 
here.) 

Hearts and Minds 

The is because the next step 
presents AFA with a different 
type of challenge. We need to 
recognise that throughout 
Europe the old, conservative 
Left is in meltdown. And that 
following a Labour victory the 
British Left, already displaying 
the symptoms will prove equal¬ 
ly vulnerable. They are not qual- 
ititively different from their con¬ 
tinental counterparts and their 
demise will have similar impli¬ 
cations for all those left stand¬ 
ing. 

Now, this situation has arisen 
not because the conservative 
Left have proved to be bad ami- 
faecists but becauee they are 
bad • revolutionaries. In many 
European countries the far-right 
have already won the battle for 
the hearts and minds among 
whole swathes of the working 
class hands down. We can pre¬ 
vent the same thing happening 
here only by attempting to put 
the whole procesa into reverse. 
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line in the sand; here and no 


to our word. And aa a result 
we stand on a firm founde- 
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Welwyn & 
Hatfield 

A fter trouble^ in Hackney and 
/A. Lambeth the cal is out of the bag 
for another bent Labour council - 
Welwyn Hatfield Unlike the other 
borotifbr, this umc there wa> a price 
to pay. So far 13 councillors, II 
Labour and 2 Tories have been 
forced to resign from various posts, 
and as far as local IWCA activists arc 
concerned, this is merely a down¬ 
payment. 

The scandal began when news 
leaked of a recent high court judge¬ 
ment in a case for damages brought 
by a properly development company. 
Slough Estates, found that it was lied 
to by top councillors and officials on 
Welwyn Hatfield District Council. In 
his wisdom, the judge awarded £50 
million in damages against WHDC 
lb give a sense of perspective, the 
council's annual budget is £9 million 
It looks as if some £10 million will 
have to be paid off each year for the 
next five yews, plus the interest (£3 
million a yew). The final bill could 
easily lop £60 million Although in 
the contest of the backroom deals 
and public lies the 'council' means 
no more than a dozen or so individu¬ 
als, in the contest of paying for the 
damages the 'council' means every¬ 
one who lives in Welwyn Hatfield, 
each of whom face a bill for up to 
£2.000. As Mr Macawber predicted, 
annual espenditure ten million 
pounds: annual income nine million 
pounds: result, misery! 

Senior officers on the council and a 
group of ais Labour councillors, 
including the Leader of the Council. 
Ray Little, were criticised in the 
judgement for operating a "policy of 
lies and deception” from 1987 
onwards, designed to induce one set 
of property developers (Slough 
Estates) to build a shopping mall 
type project by lying about the inten¬ 
tions of another set of developers 
(the Canoll Group) building another 
one just up the road. The council 
even tried to bluff their way through 
a Judicial Review in 1990 by with¬ 
holding key documents. Under legal 
pressure the Chief Executive pro¬ 
duced the documents proving the 
fraud - claiming he had just found 
them in the hack of a cupboard. 

The only response of the Labour 
party was to gag the one or two coun¬ 
cillors willing to speak out - just as 
they did over the Hackney and 
Lambeth scandals. Their strategy 
was to retreat to the hunker and 
refuse to comment on what they 
termed a "mujudgmenT and wait for 
the fallout to fade away. For three or 
four weeks the line held because 
although (he local Labour group 
were in the shit up to their necks, the 
Tories were in up to their arse. B<xh 
reckoned that they could go right 
under if either made a sudden move- 
mem. 

That would have been that until the 
intervention of a local residents 
group named the What Went Wrong 
Committee'. 

Due entirely to the efforts of the res¬ 
idents' committee which circulated a 
petition calling for the resignation of 
the Slough Four*, organised a public 
meeting, distributed leaflets, and lob¬ 
bied council meetings, the affair 
began to make headlines week after 
week, including three appearances 
on the TV news 

Sensing the inevitable loss of a mar 
ginal seat next May. the hatchet men 
came down for a second weekend 
break and parked their tanks on the 
Labour Leader's lawn. This time 
eleven Labour Councillors were per¬ 
suaded to fall on their swords and 
resign honourably • declaring a 
pecuniary interest' of which they had 
only just been made aware. Seeing 
which way the wind was blowing, 
the two Tories involved, including 
the lender of the Tbry group, also 
gave themselves up. The future of the 
Chief Executive hangs by a thread 
The council have now declared that it 
will not be setting up the indepen 


Round-up with 
the Usual Suspects 


tour after all. This decision is not 
related to the fact, as noted by inde¬ 
pendent commentators, that the 
secret deal was worth millions to 
Slough’s rivals, the Carroll group 
The leading councillors who stitched 
up the secret deal and were found 
guilty of deception in the High Court, 
have strongly denied that cash 
changed hands. So you can see. 
there’s no need of an inquiry 
Meanwhile the council is grinding to 
a halt. Already £10 million has been 
paid from the council's reserves. 
There are no more reserves and no- 
one knows where the next £10 mil¬ 
lion to line the pockets of Slough 
Estates shareholders is to come from. 
A multi-million pound project for the 
homeless has been scrapped after res¬ 
idents on the first seven floors of a 
local high rise had been cleared out to 
house it at a cost of £100.000. Major 
maintenance and refurbishment pro¬ 
jects on the council's housing stock 
have been cancelled. There will be no 
money for the next ten yean. Imagine 
what your house would look like after 
ten yean without a lick of paint. The 
council is haemorrhaging jobs as 
'non-essential' services arc cut. So if 
you're planning a visit to the district 
make sure you take a piss first 
because you will find the public toi¬ 
lets are being closed lo save a few 
boh. 

Residents face a bill of around 
£2.000 per household to pay the dam¬ 
ages. The money can only come from 
higher council lax which will he 
accompanied by across the hoard cuts 
in services. People will pay annual 
council tax hills of £1.000 or more 
just to have their bins emptied. That 
money, plus interest, (three million 
pounds already) will go straight into 
the pockets of wealthy Slough Estates 
shareholders. All this as council ser¬ 
vices grind steadily to a halt and the 
council becomes a slum landlord. 

The council currently have their case 
for a reduction of the damages to £10 
million in the Court of Appeal. If the 
appeal fails, die campaign will con¬ 
tinue with a new target, and. from an 
IWCA standpoint, a politically inde¬ 
pendent working class is both the 
means and the desired political end. 
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Edinburgh 

E dinburgh doesn't often see open 
fascist activity although mem¬ 
bers of AFA and Red Action are 
aware of and dismayed by the fact 
that BNP types took it upon them¬ 
selves to do a door to door leaflet ses¬ 
sion a couple of months ago. The area 
Icafletted was Gorgte/Daly. an area 
the fash may choose to stand in come 
the next election. We’d like to let any 
Edinburgh faah know that if they 
intend to extend their political activi¬ 
ties into broad daylight then they'd 
better get some good insurance 
against accidents, as two of their 
hone-headed supporten could tell 
them. 

These skinhead individuals had been 
responsible for an incident in a pub in 
Edinburgh while a couple of punk 
bands were on. Members of die audi 
cnee took exception to their 'seagull' 
antics and a pagger started. By all 
accounts this was pretty even-stevens 
and by the time a couple of AFA 
mmkm had arrived the fash had 
been bundled out of the pub. At this 
point the police arrived so our AFA 
men decided to re-enter the pub. not 
fancying their chances against the 


forces of law and order 
Not a very satisfactory result you 
might think but never fear, news fil¬ 
tered through to AFA over the next 
couple of days that two of these fash 
had found themselves in deep trouble 
when confronted by some very angry 
ant fascist militants Apparently they 
got kicked to fiick. 

Tb add insult to injury one of the two 
was attacked again close lo his home 
when an AFA activist punched him 
once and left him flat on his arse. The 
bonehead had lo explain the situation 
lo his friend and was over-heard say¬ 
ing. 'That's one of the AFA bastards. 
It's just something I have to put up 
with". 

Dublin 

r Phe anti-drugs campaign is our 
1 main area of work at the 


The campaign exploded after the 
Garda riot against anti-drug* people 
in the North Inner City in August 
There are now upwards of 40 local 
area or street based ami-drugs com¬ 
mittees and the Campaign itself is the 
biggest mobilisation of working class 
communities in years. The local 
groups are completely community led 
and focus on driving heroin pushers 
out of each area Area meetings and 
marches or vigils on pushers' houses 
draw up to several thousand people. 
The pushers are given 24 hours to 
leave, most do. Community patrols 
have hen set up in many areas to pre¬ 
vent street dealing. Pushers moving 
on to another area are quickly identi¬ 
fied and moved on again. 

The huge support in working class 
areas forced the government to pump 
£14 million into "anti-drugs pro¬ 
grammes" and the announcement of a 
garda clampdown on drugs. This was 
aimed at defusing the anti-drugs cam¬ 
paign but has had no effect. Media 
hype about 'Provo infiltration' and 
vigilantes' is ignored, local people 
want the pushers out and don't care 
who is involved in achieving litis. 
The community campaigns were set 
up by locals with support from ICON 
(a state-funded inner city develop¬ 
ment network) and the Coalition of 
Communities Against Drugs 
(COCAD). 

RA members are involved at com¬ 
mittee level in the local anti-drugs 
groups in their areas: Cabra. 
Ballybough and East Wall, and RA 
provides stewards for local marches. 
As well as working to identify push¬ 
ers. members also take part in the 
street patrols. An RA delegate attends 
COCAD meetings and RA speakers 
have helped set up groups in other 
areas. 

The ami-drugs campaign is a gen¬ 
uinely community-based movement 
now established in almost every 
working class area of Dublin. We 
would see it as a good example of 
IWCA ideas as it is based on working 
class self organisation at community 
level, incorporating cloae co-opera¬ 
tion with groups from other areas. 
The movement is leftie and ideology 
free, and united in one aim of remov¬ 
ing pushers 

Ordinary people attending events 
engage in discussion on tactics and 
strategy and people who have not 
been politically involved before now 
organise committees/patrols etc. A 
broad sense of community strength 
and unity has been created by the 
campaign as areas of huge unenqsloy- 
ment. poverty, powerlessness etc 
have realised their own power to 
defeat the drug pushers and bypass 
state agencies and the police. Self- 
organisation extends beyond driving 
the pushers out as plans are in opera¬ 
tion in each area to set up treatment 
progr am mes for local addicts with a 


minimum of stale interference. The 
anti-police slam and the dismissal of 
state agencies for their fsi lure to deal 
with the drug crisis is a positive 


Sheffield 

To September a Belgian Oi! hand 
Idid a one-off gig in Sheffield. The 
band ‘The Pride' were bound to pull 
in a fair-sized crowd due to the fairly 
large skin scene in South Yorkshire 
It soon became obvious that all was 
not well when more than one bone- 
head was spotted wearing fascist 
badges, but it was decided that some 
of us would remain downstairs lo 
enjoy our drinks and wart till later to 
see what’s what. 

Our peace was eventually shattered 
when three fash from Leicester (oh 
yes. we know who you are!) tried to 
throw a Sharp skin down the stairs 
leading up to the gig. Unknown lo 
these goons, this skin is a mem ha of 
AFA. their first mistake. 

The sound of a bottle smashing was 
the cue for a small hut effective squad 
of Red Action and AFA members and 
supporters and some local punks and 
skins to fly up the stairs into a famil¬ 
iar sight • lots of bones giving it the 
stiff right arm. The fascists definitely 
had numbers on their side and obvi¬ 
ously thought that they were in for a 
result • mistake number two. 

In a few short moments they were 
punched, kicked, bottled and glassed 
into submission, retreating up yet 
another flight of stairs. They thought 
they’d have another go. only to be 
offered more bottles, punches, kicks 
etc. 

With the arrival of the Old Bill and 
the fact that the now severely blood¬ 
ied and confused fash had completely 
lost the plot (especially ooc hysterical 
Dulchic) our heroes and heroines 
decided to vacate the premises. 

We were amused to find Leicester 
fash huddled in the pool room plead¬ 
ing with the bouncers to arrange safe 
passage past one member of RA who 
stood in their way. 

We were not surprised that the hone- 
hcads who hang around Castle 
Market didn’t show. We expect that 
you were too busy with your bottles 
of cider and hags of glue. 

Sheffield has a long and proud histo¬ 
ry of militant anti-fascism, and we 
would like lo serve notice to the ‘man 
on the buses’ (who we know has been 
travelling around and meeting peo¬ 
ple) and fash from areas surrounding 
Sheffield who are hoping to organise 
in the Steel City that you will be 
smashed with relish. 

Leicester 

R ecently a number of RA mem¬ 
bers in Leicester attended a 
commemoration for the end of the 
Spanish Civil War The commemora¬ 
tion was well-attended and attracted a 
number of interested individuals as 
well as the usual lefty hangers-on. 
Speakers on the day included assort¬ 
ed oddballs from the Trades Council 
and CPGB who did their best to bore 
the crowd by giving their own partic¬ 
ular version of history in the droning 
monotone typical of these hacks. 

But this was punctuated by the 
sharp, vibrant speech given by the 
AFA member who. using quotes from 
Charlie Goodman the International 
Brigade veteran, staled that what is 
still required is physical as well at 
ideological confrontation, and that 
AFA is the only organisation pursu¬ 
ing this method. 

To the delight of the crowd, the 
speaker celebrated the militant meth¬ 


ods employed by AFA and solidly 
claimed that AFA is the genuine suc¬ 
cessor to the militant tradition of 
those who had fought in Spain, rais¬ 
ing the loudest applause of the day. 
Despite having his face partially 
obscured and his name curiously mis¬ 
spelt as "Sieve Smith", the speaker 
was glad to appear in the half-page 
article run by the local paper. 

Nottingham 

r Phere are some current campaigns 

1 by the trade unions to supposed¬ 
ly try and stop the JSA. The problem 
with these campaigns is that they are 
heavily restricted by union bureau¬ 
cracy. 

A meeting with members of the 
CPS A and TUC in Nottingham heard 
them say that it was hard enough for 
them to gel their members to meet 
over wage* - let alone the JSA - 
which shows how much empathy 
they must have with the claimants 
they deal with everyday. 

Members of the CPSA claim that it 
is anti-working class to he too critical 
of the dole office workers, because 
after all "they are being forced to 
implement the JSA or face losing 
their jobs" There are a number of 
replies to that (not including the old 
line about Just following orders'.) If 
some of these people had any halls 
they would show some worker soli¬ 
darity by walking out if any of their 
number were sacked due to such cir¬ 
cumstances. This would cause plenty 
of chaos within the system and would 
undoubtedly earn the respect of many 
claimants. Alternatively, they could 
give us information on the real super- 
efficient bastards! 

The bottom line to all this is that 
claimants are going to have to organ¬ 
ise amongst themselves, any attempt 
at forging links with hostile dole 
office workers, management or their 
representatives will mean standing in 
opposition to the interests of the 
claimants and the rest of the working 
class. It is obvious that the battle- 
lines have to he drawn. There are 
plans in the New Year to open an 
information centre for the unem¬ 
ployed and produce a free newsletter 
for claimants 

More information on the JSA can 
be received from: Notts Anti-JSA , 
PO Box 192. Nottingham. NGI 1FJ 

Birmingham 

A t the beginning of August, a Red 
Action delegation met represen¬ 
tatives of the Villa Irish to discuss the 
public launch of "Villa Fans Against 
Fascism". A press release staled: 

“This move is a direct response to far- 
nght organisers who have recently 
sought to encourage anti-Irish and 
pro-fascist feelings at Villa Park True 
Villa fans must let it he known that 
pro-loyalist/fascist sentiments are not 
welcome at the Villa. 

“VFALF call on all working class 
Villa fans, from any race or creed, to 
join us in our offensive against all 
bigotry" 

The Irish Post ran a complimentary 
piece on the initiative. ‘Tiocfaidh Ar 
La' and ‘Red Attitude' have also sent 
messages of support However, the 
most widely distributed fanzine at 
Villa Park refused to endorse an anti¬ 
fascist organisation that also took an 
anti-loyalist stance. It's the task of 
VFALF to raise awareness of the 
increasing correlation between loyal- 
ist/fascist ideology and activity in and 
around Villa. 

Villa Fans Against Loyalism and 
Fascism was formed by like-minded 
Villa fans and AFA members when it 
became apparent that ex-National 
From personnel, notably Stechord's 
Tony Burke and co. were trying to 
muscle in at Villa Park under the 
guise of CIS. It's significant that the 
latest demise of West Midlands Blood 
and Honour has left Villa with the 

dubious Continued Over 





privilege of hosting (he only vaguely 
credible fascist presence throughout 
Birmingham Clearly their tights 
were set well beyond the realms of 
the Villa. Though caning the mighty 
SWP and swaggering round the city 
centre patronising one pub after 


we've crossed them they've seemed 
less than keen to pursue the central 
theme of the song! 


We 
their way 


5-1 the Villa CIS were sent packing, 
presumably in search of better odds. 
At a pre-season friendly away from 
home, three VFALF supporters were 
ia a pub before the game A few self- 


up VFALF 
stickers. One of our chaps admits to 
the deed The reply? “Er.well. we've 
got to keep politics out of football, 
ain't weT* 


Yews ago down the Villa, fmcist 
stickers used to proclwm "Villa shits 
on Mack Zulus". These days the tack 
has changed, now they read "Villa 
Loyalists - Smash the Fenians" With 
key players like Dwight Yorke and 
lan Taylor it's not hard to understand 
the reasoning behind their shifting of 
the goalposts. Anti-Mack racism has 
become politically futile. Thus fascist 
attentions have been turned to a pro¬ 
loyalist agenda But there's a lot of 
Irish living in north Birmingham, and 
it follows thw a lot of them go down 
the Villa, as do s lot of Mack fans, so 
with a natural opposition of AFA sup¬ 
porters. and other diverse cultures 


Cl8 are always going to be lagging 
behind. In short, if Villa is anybody's 
constituency, it's that of the working 
class Left. Our experience has taught 
us how easily their efforts are thwart¬ 
ed. Between the anti-fascist and pro- 
Rrpublican elements we could stamp 
over CI8 and their fickle groupies 
This time we won't settle for the odd 
skirmish. Under the banner of 
VFALF we would seek nut only to 
remove tfiem. but to replace them, 
following the examples act by Celtic 
and Man Utd. Thousands of suckers 
have been produced, featuring a new 
design and the VFALF newsletter is 
being distributed free of charge. 
Copies are available from the 
Birmingham PO Box. A public meet¬ 
ing is planned for next year. 

London 

T his yew saw the 60th anniver¬ 
sary of the Battle of Cable 
Street and the Spanish Civil 
War both of which are landmark 
events in the history of militant anti- 
faacism in this country. 

Anti Fascist Action organised three 
events in. two days to mark these 
important anniversaries and to ensure 
that the militants of the present day 
laid claim to 'our heritage', while 
hammering-home s class-based mes- 
sage. 

Although members of both Red 
Action and AFA have always been 
acutely aware that as militant anti¬ 
fascists we are the inheritors of a rich 
and proud tradition in this country, 
members of the pro-state, liberal or 
pacifist anti-fascist movement' have 
always gone to great trouble to claim 
that tradition as their own (you only 
have to look at the way the SWP 
lauded Maurice Beckman's Bible of 
aquadism’ The 43 Group. to roe the 
hypocrisy). 

This was clearly bom out as a whole 
number of Labour. Leftie and liberal 
elements rushed to organise various 
events including, a march, rallies, 
lectures, etc. 

This made the events organised by 
AFA of increased significance, as the 
souvenir programme, specially pro¬ 
duced for the weekend, clearly point¬ 
ed out. JRr tire nwMwsifiniMjt the 


bravery of people who literally fought 
the fascists. There are many on the 
Left of British politics today who lay 
claim to the traditions of 1936 while 
pursuing a pacifist or pro state agen¬ 
da. It is complete hypocrisy to praise 
the anti-fascist resistance of 60 yean 
ago and yet condemn the often illegal 
or violent actions of nulitam anti-fas¬ 
cists today Anti-Fascist Action repre¬ 
sents the continuation of the militant 
anti-fascist tradition 


In a packed hail in the Camden Irish 
Ohm fee AFA rally took place tO 
yean to the day of the Battle of Cable 
St 

Amongst the tpeaken were • 
woman activist who chaired the rally 
on behalf of AFA. Tony Hall a veter 
an from the ‘62 Group’. Tony Smith 


inf the Cable St. Fund and Peter 
Carter who had been active ia the 
original ANL squads of the '70s. had 
been a founding member of AFA in 
198$ and was giving the main 
on behalf of London AFA. 


Branth/MI5. were able to virtually 
exuaguish fascist activity during that 
period Tony told the audience thw 
the present political climate heralded 
an unprecedented situation, fw sur¬ 
passing most of what he had teen at 
the end of WW2: 

"In conclusion. I give tribute to the 
good men and women in AFA who I 
believe ant the natural successors of 
the 62 Group. You ant the morality 
and muscle on the streets, all power 
to you in the coming struggles. Aim at 
headquarters f* 

was Tbny Smith 

of the 

'Otaft.tar.ta*vteiiHH 
was sentenced to 4 years after being 
convicted along with two others of 
being involved in an attack on a lead 
inf fascist bonchcad. explained the 
idea behind the fund: “AFA believe 
there will be an increasingly reac¬ 
tionary period following the nest 
General Election and the continuing 
harassment of AFA members by the 


have decided to pul in place a perma- 


To the disappointment of all p r e s en t. 
Cable St and International Brigade 
veteran CharBr Ooodman was too 

ill to speak w the event as had been 
planned and had even had to cancel a 
trip to Spain far • reunion with fellow 
Brigade veterans. However, with the 
aid of ‘modem technology' AFA was 
able to show a video-taped message 
from Charlie and his wife. Joyce, on 
a large screen at the front of the stage. 
Charlie was arrested sod beaten by 


money on an ongoing basis. 

I am therefore using the opportunity 
afforded by this Rally to launch THE 
CABLE STREET FUND for AFA 
prisoner and defendant welfareThe 
fund will initially be Just London 
based, but we hope to expand a in the 
coming months to cover AFA nation- 
aUy“. 

After a minute's silence for the late 
Mickey Fenn. Frier Carter gave the 



police at Cable St. and was jailed for 
four months after being charged with 
incitement to riot, carrying dangerous 
weapons and acting as nngleader dur¬ 
ing the battle. A month after leaving 
prison at the age of 22. Charlie was 
one of about 60 East Enden who vol¬ 
unteered to fight Franco's fascists in 
Spain as part of the British Battalion 
of the International Brigade; Charlie 
was wounded twice • 22 of his com¬ 
rades died in action. Charlie said that: 
“My heart goes out to all of you who 
are carrying on the fight, and those of 
you who really are putting everything 
of your lives into this struggle against 
this creed of fascism. All the best to 
everybody and may the rally be a 
great success". 

A message was also read-out from 
Bob Doyle, another International 
Brigade veteran who had also been a 
member of the Dublin Bngade of the 
IRA. before joining fellow Iri *h 
Republicans travelling to Spain. He 
told the audience: 

"Obviously the war against fascism 
was finally won. Their ideology how¬ 
ever. lives on to the present day and 
l‘m glad to see so many of the 
younger generutiim are prepared to 
carry on the fight. I wish you well in 
your struggle and hope the rally is a 
great success". 

Back in the 1960’s Tony HnH was an 
active member of the 62 Group, and 
organised anti-fascists in East 
London who organised countless 
attacks on both fascist individuals 


mam address from London AFA 
which is reproduced in full as the RA 
editorial (page 2). 
HlMSto4Gk-5lkl>dabtt 
The following day AFA hotted a film 
show that attracted nearly 200 peo¬ 
ple. In the evening, only weeks after 
CI8 had smashed up a gig by top Oi! 
band The Business' in London. AFA 
hosted a publicly advertised Oi! 
Against Fascism gig featuring lead¬ 
ing skinhead band ‘The Oppressed' 
from Cardiff and The Stage Bottles' 
from Germany. By early evening the 
venue was packed to the rafters with 
the stewards eventually having to 
turn punters away because the man¬ 
agement were complaining of the 
safety limit being breached! Both 
bands played cracking sets to a skin- 


the close attention of the Special 


the world, including 
Belgium. Malaya. Germany i 
Basque country. 

The gig was a fitting end to 
the weekend which had 
proven ti. be a complete suc¬ 
cess. The events look set to 
become an annual fixture, 
anchoring AFA's militant 
struggle firmly in it's histori¬ 
cal context. (Anyone wishing 
to make a donation to the 
Cable St. Fund should make 
cheques payable to ‘AFA', 
and send them to: 

AFA(CSF), 
BM 1734, 
London, 
WC1N 3XX 


Obituary 

Mickey Fenn 

1938-1996 



Many nice things have been said 
about Mickey Fenn since his untime¬ 
ly death in June of tMs year. Praue 
from all political quarters has been 
lavish. The eulogies were eminently 
respectful. Clearly many would like 
to claim him as their own. There was 
of course fulsome praise for his 
work on the docks, trade union 
struggles, Pentonville S. anti-racism 
etc. Every event dutifully logged 
But read back to back you would 
hardly recognise him. The descrip¬ 
tions were drained of all energy. He 
came across as a worthy but slightly 
dull tune server. Mickey was any¬ 
thing but He liked confrontation. He 
enjoyed the class struggle. He look 
everything to its logical conclusion. 
Mickey was by nature an extremist. 
If he embarked on a fitness regime 
he would end up running marathons 
If he look on the employers it was all 
flying pickets and wild cat strikes. If 
involved in anti-fascism it was 
inevitably at the sharpest end. This 
led to a series of intimate encounters 
with the constabulary particularly 
during the late *70's and early ‘80\ 
including one celebrated trial at the 
Old Bailey. In the incident that led to 
hit being charged with GBH with 
intent, affray, etc Mickey suffered a 
broken hand, (but as the saying goes, 
you should have seen the other 
fella!). Luckily the following 
Monday six of his very best friends 
were on hand so to speak to witness 
a frightful industrial accident. He 
still complained about the compen¬ 
sation. until it was pointed out that 
he had got more than Henry Cooper 
for his last defence of the British 
Title. He was also acquitted. 
Following his acquittal, he received 
a series of threatening phone calls 
from, as it turned out. a genuinely 
notorious British Movement organ¬ 
iser. Albert Chalmers. Mickey was 
completely unfazed On discovering 
who was behind it Mickey rang him 
up. His wife answered. Albert was in 
bed could the take a message. "Yes', 
came the reply "If you can get a pen 
and paper I've got a recipe for him. 
First, you need a bottle, any bottle 
will do but a milk bottle is best ..." 
Mickey inviting her to get s pen and 
paper calmly read out a very specif¬ 
ic list of ingredients. Albert got the 
message all right. There were no 
more phone calls. 

Throughout the yean Mickey's 
enthusiasm remained undimmed. 
During the late 80 s he was one of 
the prime movers behind the dock 



should be limited to six, in line with 
government and TUC guidelines etc. 
Mickey, nodding his head in agree 
mem. said he understood perfectly 
but would like to point out that these 

strikes, and as both the strike itself 
and the picket were entirely unoffi¬ 
cial the rules did not apply! Baffled 
but convinced by the logic, plod 


Mickey was 38 when he died, 
though he was always looked ten 
yean younger. It is no exaggeration 
to say that he had the energy and 
general demeanour of somebody 
nearly 30 rather than someone near¬ 
ly 60. 

For example, during a BNP by elec¬ 
tion meeting in Newham in .1 think 
1991. Mickey went akmg with his 
future son-in-law to the counter 
picket. As these things go. H kicked 
off and Mickey naturally was in the 
thick of it. Despite the general 
uproar, he gradually became aware 
of people shouting "Get the nutter! 
Get the nutter!" Momentarily disen¬ 
gaging for fear there was a madman 
on the loose and concerned for the 
safety of his son-in-law. he glanced 
round and realised the shout was 
actually coming from the police. 
This brief pause alio allowed him 
the opportunity to judge that his side 
was actually doing quite nicely 
thank you. and he was just about to 
rejoin the fray when five large cop¬ 
pers jumped on him. It was only then 
he realised the probable identity of 
the nutter 


When it came to the editing of the 
AFA programme for the BBC* Open 
Space in 1992. the most difficult part 
was chopping it down to the required 
twenty nine minutes. In order to 
make it as comprehensive as possi¬ 
ble meant Mickey's reminiscences 
being edited out one-by-one. 
Especially difficult because we were 
all aware that the easiest way of 
making the wholly entertaining and 
politically enlightening advertise¬ 
ment for militant anti-fascism that 
we actually wanted, was by cutting 
out everything - but Mickey's con¬ 
tribution. Mickey had hundreds of 
stories and there are hundreds of sto¬ 
ries about Mickey. 

He was a diamond. A real commu¬ 
nist. One in a 
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O ver two yean ago Red 
Action reported on the 
growing drag crisis in 
Dublin. In the intervening peri¬ 
od the situation has got immea¬ 
surably worse with the price of 
heroin at an all time low, drop¬ 
ping from £40 a bag to under 
£10. Added to the already grow¬ 
ing number of heroin addicts is 
the fact that young people on 
the Rave scene are now regular¬ 
ly using heroin to come down 
off the increasing amount of 
Ecttacy needed to get a buzz. 

Whole working class commu¬ 
nities are being destroyed yet 
again. The death of one middle 
class teenager due to taking E 
will receive widespread cover¬ 
age; the fact that one inner city 
heroin addict dies per fortnight 
is ignored. 7,000 drug abusers 
are now receiving treatment, 
but, in reality, the rate of addic¬ 
tion is much higher. Thousands 
of teenagers are addicted to 
smoking heroin, they can get no 
treatment because health board 
programmes are confined to IV 
users aged over 18. In one 
young offenders workshop 
alone 75* of the 15-17 year 
olds are heroin smokers. 

Every type of drag is being 
sold openly on the street cor¬ 
ners in areas such as Dublin's 
inner city, there is even a small 
trade in crack. In Dublin's 
working class areas, with their 
high unemployment, poverty, 
lack of resources and a govern¬ 
ment who couldn't cate less, 
drag pushing is an lucrative 
way of making money. With 
widespread addiction and the 
fact that a large number of the 
small time pushers are addicts 
themselves, the fight against 
drags is increasingly difficult in 
the 1990s. 

In our last report we inter¬ 
viewed anti-drags activists 
from Dublin's South Inner City. 
At that time the South Inner 
City was one of the only areas 
fighting back against drugs. 
Since then over 40 working 
class areas in Dublin have 
begun to seriously organise 
themselves to fight the drags 
menace, particularly areas such 
as Tallaght. Clondalkin, 
Damdale and the North Inner 
City. 

Tallaght is an area with a 
chronic heroin problem, it has 3 
times the national average rate 
of addiction. Recently a nine 
year old child was reported to 
be addicted to heroin. In 
Killinarden. Fettercairn and 
other estates people have 
formed around the clock patrols 
to keep the pushers out. 

Thb initiative has the bock- 


baaed in the local parish centre 
and a doctor has been hired and 
methodone and needle 
exchange programmes intro¬ 
duced which cater for up to 200 
local addicts. 

Relations with the police were 
good at the beginning with the 
community police and drag 
squad promising help. But with 
the community demanding that 
known pushers be evicted and 
resources provided for the treat¬ 
ment of local addicts only to be 
told that pushers could not be 
evicted until each case had been 
through the courts, sometimes 
taking 18 months, and being 
told that there were no 
resources for drug addiction 
clinics it was only a matter of 
time before this relationship 
began to break down. 

As usual, when a working 
class community makes 
demands which the State refus¬ 
es to accept, the activists quick¬ 
ly find themselves attracting the 
attention of the police. A num¬ 
ber of leading community 
activists have been arrested 
under Section 30 of the 
Offences Against the State Act. 
a political catch-all method. 

As with the Concerned 
Parents Against Drags move¬ 
ment in the 80s these activists 
have been questioned about 
alleged IRA involvement in the 
groups defending the communi¬ 
ties against the bigger drug 
pushers. These activists were 
only released when the commu¬ 
nities marched on the police 
stations where they were being 
held. 

Lately the police have been 
Involved in undercover opera¬ 
tions, not against the pushers 
but against the anti-drugs 
activists. 

In the South Inner City the sit¬ 
uation with the police is much 
worse. The South Inner City 
community organisations are 
involved in government task 
forces with Dublin Corporation, 
the police and other Stale agen¬ 
cies where problems ranging 
from refuse collection, to flat 
allocation, to drags are dis¬ 
cussed. They are even assigned 
a community police officer to 
improve relations with the 
police. 

So successful was this effort 
at improving relations with the 
communities that in one of the 
larger flat complexes. Dolphin 
House, the police were accepted 
in an area which had previously 
been a no go area for them. It 
was still noted however that the 
police spent more time investi¬ 
gating some of the anti drags 
activists than they did the push- 


(nrllwr Thrv ha vr eterlMi 


Then in May of this year a 


huts which are manned 24 
hours a day keeping a watch far 
any strangers or strange can in 
the area. They have marched on 
a number of houses where 
pushen live making it clear that 
they are not wanted in the area. 

They have also opened a com¬ 
munity drag addiction chaic to 
treat any local addicts who want 
to come off heroin. The clinic is 


attacked by a crowd of people 
coming from an anti-drags 
meeting. The addict. Josey 
Dwyer, was a pusher in the 80s 
and was one of the first to bring 
heroin into the area. Since then 
he had developed AIDS and 
was dying. It was an unfortu¬ 
nate accident. ironically 
brought about by the other 


addict who was with Dwyer and 
who was abusing the crowd. 
The police used this incident to 
launch a witch-hunt against the 
whole community, targeting in 
particular those they felt 
responsible for organising evic¬ 
tions and actions against the 
pushers. The media helped cre¬ 
ate the conditions for the police 
actions by reporting the inci¬ 
dent as Mob Rule'. 'Lawless 
Vigilantes' etc., and portraying 
Dwyer as an innocent 'six stone 


ty workers. Public meetings 
called to do something about 
the drug problem were always 
chaired by these profession¬ 
als' who used their position to 
dissipate people's anger by 
calling meeting after meeting 
to 'discuss the problem. 

Everything was done to 
ensure that no actual action 
took place. People were told to 
leave the pushen to the police, 
because that was their job. 
When the pressure for action 


meeting the next night local 
people castigated the police for 
their actions the night before 
and resolved to drive the push¬ 
en out of the area themselves. 
A meeting has taken place 
every week since then which 
debates the current drag issues 
and finishes in a march to dif¬ 
ferent areas in the North Inner 
City, stopping outside pushen' 
flats and naming them. This tac¬ 
tic has been very successful 
with pushen feeling the pres¬ 



man already dying of AIDS'. 

Large numben of community 
activists were arrested and 
questioned about Dwyer's 
death. Included were 13 women 
activists. All the arrests came 
after the women had fully co¬ 
operated with the police in 
door-to-door enquiries and had 
given statements voluntarily. 

Some of the women were 
strip-searched, some had blood 
samples taken and all were ver¬ 
bally abused by the police. 
Some of these women have 
been involved in community 
work, including working with 
the police, for over 12 yean. 
One of the women has since 
had to get psychiatric treatment. 

The police questions concen¬ 
trated mainly on the IRA 
rather than on the death of 
Dwyer. The addict who had 
been with Dwyer when he was 
killed was given a bleeper and 
told to try and identify anybody 
involved in the attack. One of 
the detectives involved in the 
case offered a small time push¬ 
er £1.000 in cash to incriminate 
one of the leading anti-drug 
activists in the area. 

There is now a situation where 
the successful actions of the 
communities has forced the 
pushers out of the flat complex¬ 
es onto Cork Street, a main 
street in the area, yet the police 
neglect to tackle them, instead 
spending their time sitting in 
care outside community meet¬ 
ings monitoring the people 
attending. 

Another situation has arisen in 
the North Inner City. This, 
another area ravaged by heroin, 
has had linle or no fightback up 
until now. Every time the com¬ 
munity began to organise they 
were side-tracked by the state 
funded professional' communi¬ 


became too much, futile 
demands were made for police 
action against the pushen and 
pointless marches were taken to 
the Dell but never to the actual 
pushers themselves. 

The whole strategy of the 'pro¬ 
fessionals' was to concentrate 
on the rehabilitation of addicts 
issue at the expense of direct 
action against the supply of 
heroin into the areas. Whik the 
whole issue of rehabilitation 
and drag clinics for the addicts 
is extremely important, it must 
be done in conjunction with 
getting rid of the pushers. 
Tallaght is an area which has 
managed to combine the two. 

Unfortunately for the profes¬ 
sionals' the rising death loll 
from heroin and the increasing 
kvels of addiction meant that it 
would only require a simple 
incident to spark off a major 
reaction. This incident occurred 
on Wednesday 21st of August. 
Three drug pushers were arrest¬ 
ed in Summerhill in the North 
Inner City. In a spontaneous 
show of community anger a 
large crowd gathered and one of 
the pushers' can was burnt out. 

The police response was 
swift. Although the police claim 
not to have resources to tackle 
the drug pushers they managed 
to provide several dozen riot 
police in full gear with dogs to 
baton people off the streets. 
People were even attacked on 
their own balconies. A pregnant 
women (who has since miscar¬ 
ried). a 12 year old girl and a 
man and his daughter were 
among those attacked as well as 
many others Of the three push¬ 
en arrested, one was given bail 
whik the other two didn t turn 
up in Court the next day. 

This time peoples anger could 
not be diverted. At a pocked 


sure and either moving out or 
stopping selling. Hardwicke 
Street flat residents evicted 
seven pushers in one night 
alone. Pushers on the street cor¬ 
ners have been attacked and dri¬ 
ven out of the immediate area. 
Marches of up to 2.000 people 
take place weekly and smaller 
local actions to evict pushers 
are a daily occurence in many 
areas. 

It will be interesting to see 
how the situation develops over 
the coming weeks and to see 
how the 'professionals' attempt 
to gain control of the movement 
again. It is obvious what police 
tactics will be. given their past 
record in targeting the anti- 
drags activists rather than the 
pushers. In a positive develop¬ 
ment a new umbrella organi¬ 
sation has been formed link¬ 
ing all the anti-drug cam¬ 
paigns In the different areas 
all over Dublin. This organi¬ 
sation, the Coalition of 
Communities Against Drugs 
(COCAD), b highly critical of 
the police and state agencies. 
It is more direct action orientat¬ 
ed and intends to depend on the 
communities themselves to sort 
out their own drag problems. 

Red Action activists are 
involved in their respective 
local anti-drugs groups. We 
fully support the right of com¬ 
munities to rid their areas of 
drugs by any means necessary 
We recognise that with the huge 
amounts of profits to be made 
out of heroin the anti-drags 
campaign will be violent, an 
exampk was a recent march in 
the North Inner City having to 
be called off due to information 
received that the pushen had 
armed themselves with petrol 
bomba and were going to attack 
the march. At a minimum the 
community must arm them¬ 


selves defensively. People 
marching on the well armed 
drag pushen must know that 
they have back-up too. 

Tactical!), the fight against 
drugs must be two-prouged. 
The pushen must be driven out 
of the areas and the supply of 
heroin must be minimised. 
Again, this will naturally be 
violent. Violence should not be 
frowned upon If H b consid¬ 
ered the only possible option 
and achieve* its alms. It is 
extremely important that the 
activists involved in the evic¬ 
tions etc. are fully answerable 
to the community and that as 
many people as possible are 
involved in all aspects of the 
campaign. 

The second lactic must he to 
provide medical facilities for 
the treatment of drug addic¬ 
tion. The addicts kft behind 
and willing to come off gear 
must be helped in any way pos- 
sibk. Clinics must be set up by 
the community to look alter 
their own addicts but these clin¬ 
ics must be funded by the 
Eastern Health Board If the 
Eastern Health Board claim no 
resources are avatlabk. or are 
not willing to fund these clinics, 
they must be forced into provid¬ 
ing funding. 

Feopk must be ckar that this 
is not just a problem of under- 
funding of the clinics. It ix com¬ 
mon knowledge that pushers 
give away free gear outside the 
clinics in an attempt to get peo- 
pk off the drug addiction cours¬ 
es. The pushers must be 
stopped. Its good to see that 
people recognise that direct 
action against the pushers is 
necessary, and, what's more, are 
willing to get involved. 

The fear of the middle class 
and the media at the self-organ- 
isalinn of working class people 
must not be underestimated. In 
the 1980s establishment politi¬ 
cians and the press, allied to 
police actions, helped to destroy 
Concerned .Parents Against 
Drugs. The media have already 
begun to write of 'mob ruk' and 
IRA Infiltrators' as well as giv¬ 
ing free publicity to notorious 
pushers claiming their 'inno¬ 
cence'. The peopk now evicting 
pushers and organising their 
communities are local people, 
some are republicans, but the 
majority have not been 
involved in political activity 
before. The establishment and 
the media fear that a successful 
self-organised working class 
campaign against drags could 
lead to radical action on other 
issues, hence the need to por¬ 
tray anti-drags activists as law¬ 
less vigilantes' and 'outside agi¬ 
tators'. 

It b essential that people 
realise the importance of this 
campaign In terms of working 
class politics. What we have b 
working clan conynunitks 
organising themselves with 
little or no reference to state 
or M's ageoclct, answerable 
only to themselves and willing 
to confront both the pushers 
and the police 
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c who forgets history is 
destined to repeat it* is a 
well-known truism that 


regard to the position of the 
Republican Movement in relation to 
the Labour Party. H seems that ever 
once this phase of the war broke out 
again back in 1969 the Labour Party, 
or sections of it. have been saying to 
those at the cutting edge of struggle in 
Ireland Don’t worry, as soon as we 
get power all will be resolved”. All 
said with a nod and a wink. We have 
been hearing this far the paat 27 years, 
indeed since the formation of the 
Labour Party in 1906. but never so 
loudly as since the cessation 
announcement of August 1994. 

What do these promises mean? What 
will be sorted out? When will it be 
sorted out? To whose benefit? These 
but none 
Iby 

the quote above. That is. what does 
history teach us of the attitude of the 
British Labour Movement and Party to 


Mad Dog 



and 


The contention of this article is that 
history tells us not only lo expect little 
help but to anticipate that a Labour 
administratioa will continue lo invigo¬ 
rate Brit intransigence and animosity 
towards the northern nationalist Irish 
in general and the Republican 
Movement in particular. 

The strategy of the Labour Party has 
been to debase the Irish hy continual¬ 
ly operating the same con-trick. This 
essentially, and crudely stales, ’swing 
into line now. and in the future all 
dungs are possible..." All the time the 
demand has been that the Irish, 
whether Republican* or not. do their 
political work, lobbying and propa¬ 
ganda from within the Labour 
Movement. That the Labour 
Movement does not exist now. if it 
ever did. as anything more than a dis¬ 
parate group of organisations squab¬ 
bling over the crumbs is of no matter. 
The notion of a Labour Movement is 
used as a tool to emasculate working 
das* struggle, not invigorate it. 
Initiatives set up hy the Republican 
or/and the broader Irish community 
are brazenly entered by elements from 
this Labour Movement who apply • 
well tried and tested strategy of water¬ 
ing down any radical demands, dri¬ 
ving a wedge between activists and 
the organisation, often taking over 
leadership and policy making roles. 
When this last it done those who 
were initially enthusiastic may as well 
stay at home • there is nothing more 
for them. The Troops Out Movement 
is a case in hand, set up with a clear 
purpose, one demand and enjoying 
large support as well as reflecting the 
view of a clear majority of the British 
public. So what's happened to it? It 
allegedly still exists, although its 
trademark Bloody Sunday inarch 
which became progressivdy smaller 
each year, dun to a lack of commit¬ 
ment to building for it either in the 
Irish community or the class, allied lo 
a confusion over its aims, has disap¬ 
peared in all but name. Without that as 
a focus, it has no remit for other activ¬ 
ities except to attend obscure pickets 
known to no-one but itself. 

Never mind, its leadership has. as 
always, oriented to the Labour 
Movement, which can be evidenced 
by the support of trades union branch¬ 
es. trades councils and the normal rag¬ 
bag of 'lefty' Labour Party members 
and MPs. Stunning. That TOM is of 
no significance and can no longer pro¬ 
duce its magazine regularly is never 
questioned hy its leadership. Whether 
consciously or not. it has been smoth¬ 
ered. 

More recently. Saoirse committees 
were launched to press for the trans¬ 
fer/release of Republican PoWs fol¬ 
lowing the IRA cessation of hostili¬ 
ties. A sentiment that had immediate 
resonance with many in the Irish com¬ 
munity and beyond, attracting large 
numbers of people not seen in recent 
years at political meetings. With some 
panache these 'new' activists managed 
to gain a great deal of credibility and 
confidence by highlighting the issue. 
No sooner had that been noticed as 
effective then the hacks moved in with 
a demand to-orientale lo Labour, and 
to get them on hoard. They were to be 



"The nature of the exchange 
exposed the quintessential 
relationship between Labour 
and Unionism - and - Labour 
and Republicanism". 


the target of the recruitment and pro¬ 
paganda Forget the working class 
Irish of Kilburn and Crickiewood and 
other poor areas and concentrate on 
the people who matter in Hampstead, 
Primrose Hill and Walworth Road. 

The 'oncntcen' moved in. took over 
the leadership, made policy and lulled 
the enthusiasm of the ordinary mem¬ 
ber. The high-profile street level aefiv- 


replaced by the talking heads sitting at 
press conferences at the House of 
Commons. Needless lo say these con¬ 
ferences were not reported by the 
media but lauded as a success because 
they got a Shinner into the Palace of 
Westminster to address a handful of 
press hacks. Inevitably. Saoirse closed 
down in an orgy of recriminations and 
lies perpetrated by its new leaders, 
alienating the activist majority. Now 
Fuaacailt has emerged lo replace it. 
(possibly having the lowest political 
profile of any pressure group still ori¬ 
entating to the Labour Movement) but 
no Labour Movement activists doing 
anything practical. 

To move hack in time a little to the 
1980 and 1981 Hunger Strikes. These 
were obviously very emotional times 
and again had enormous potential to 
attract high numbers of people to Irish 
solidarity work. The Labour 
Movement again covered itself in 
glory. 

Whilst the situation in the H-Blocks 
was approaching crisis, the TUC and 
labour Party were campaigning far 


aside the mantle of disguise that it pur¬ 
ported hid H* real agenda on Ireland, 
what can we expect now? 

There is a mistaken belief within ele¬ 
ments of the Republican Movement 
that the Labour Party will adopt a pro- 
gWMhn —ceon Inland This it will 
not do. No more than it will on any of 
ha own internal or domestic issues. 
Blair and newish Labour is no differ¬ 
ent to previous manifestations it is a 


Winter 1978 saw a desperate attempt 
to ding to power. Callaghan cobbled 
together s deal with the Unionists in 
which be created an additional 3 
'Ulster' seals in exchange for support. 
It was no harm when they lost power 
ui June 1979. 


ty within the bounds of a 
rmic state. All policy of the major (and 
most of the minor) parties is designed 
to maintain and build support for its 
position m the'S0% plus I' hone race 
that masquerades as democracy in 
Britain. This is no model for democ¬ 
rats, this is not what we want for 
Ireland, we should not give it the cred¬ 
ibility by dealing with H. The 
Republican Movement calls for a unit¬ 
ed socialist 32 county Ireland, free of 
its former colonial masters of any and 
all parties. We should not allow coio- 
to use us to bolster their own 


condemned lo live in squalor and 
deprivation, subject to the routine sec¬ 
tarian pogroms instigated by the 
unionist hegemony. Atlee chore to 
ignore imperialism close to home 


more employment in England. They 
organised a huge national march and 
rally in London. The National H- 
B lock/Armagh Committee was not 
allowed to participate on this with a 
banner. Nevertheless, a small group 
stood with banners and placards on 
Marble Arch as the march went past 
Hyde Park. The TUC stewards pointed 
them out to the police and demanded 
that they he removed. The police were 
only too happy to do this and the stew¬ 
ards contained any support for them 
within the march itself. Vilifying them 
lo the very people it supposedly 
demands they go to for support 
That, however, wasn't the lowest 
point reached by organised Labour. 
Whilst Bobby Sands lay on his death 
bed. Don Concannon (Then Labour 
Party Northern Ireland spokesman) 
went to visit him to let him know that 
he and hit party supported the 
Thatcher administration in its denial 
of political status and its intention to 
let the Republican prisoner* die. As if 
that wasn't enough, ■ subsequent 
march was organised through 
Concannon's Mansfield constituency. 
He informed the press that 'the IRA 
were to march through his constituen¬ 
cy' and appealed for Orange elements 


to oppose the march. Are we really to 
be told to support Labour? 

If that was the reaction of both the 
Labour Party and the Labour 
Movement at a highly emotive lime 
when it could he expected to throw 


mentary majority of 173. The Irish 
didn't even qualify for equality, let 
alone freedom. 

Not only are they guilty by omission 
or by merely biding their time. It is 
Labour administrations which have 
distinguished themselves by over-see¬ 
ing some of the moat repressive and 
brutal events since 1969. Their atti¬ 
tude was not peculiar to Atlee amongst 
Labour leaders. It was Wilson, who 
sent the troops in in 1969. 

Labour was still in power later in 
1974 when a state of emergency was 
declared. They overuw the holding of 
political prisoners in Long Kesh in 
conditions which led to the camp 
being burned down hy internees. 

In September 1976 the European 
Commission on Human Rights found 
Britain guihy of torture following the 
mass internment of 1971. Not even 
this could rock Labour's desire to be 
seen as responsible caretakers of 
Britain's imperial and colonial inter¬ 
ests. 

The same government ended political 
status with a view to criminalising the 
struggle. A change of Prime Minister 
to 'Sunny Jim’ Callaghan in April 
1976 made no difference to policy. 
Just 3 months later on IS September 
1976 Kicran Nugent refused to wear 
the prison uniform. The policy of 
coercing the pnsonen led swiftly to 
routine vicious beatings by the screws, 
which led to the no-wash protest, and, 
ultimately, to the 1981 Hunger Strike. 
As the Callaghan administration stag¬ 
gered to its conclusion. H became 
steadily more repressive in Ireland. It 
abandoned any pretence of pandering 
to progressive forces either at home or 
abroad. Northern Ireland Secretary 
Roy Mason was directly responsible 
for the SAS ‘Shoot to Kill’ policy 
which resulted in the deaths of 11 peo- 
1977 and 1978. 


the Labour Party has succeeded in 
redefining the meaning of parliamen¬ 
tary opposition. The Labour 
Movement supported all aspects of 
Tory policy from its refusal to support 
the Hunger Strikers 3 demands lo ito 
shirt-tailing Thatcher s refusal to talk 
to Sinn Fein. In 1988 the Tory govern¬ 
ment sponsored the SAS execution of 
Maircad Farrell. Sean Savage and 
Dnnny McCann in Gibraltar Despite 
world-wide shock at this cynical abuse 
of law and order, the Labour opposi- 


The war in Ireland is the longest last¬ 
ing struggle against British imperial¬ 
ism. not only in the 20th century but in 
the past 800 years. The Labour Party 
has been conspicuous by its absence 
from the side of the oppressed since 
its inception. The cry that the war 
inhibits explicit support because of the 
taint of terrorism holds no water. 
Since the beginning of the century 
Britain's position in Ireland has been 
indefensible. But Labour defended it 
either overtly or by ito silence. 

In 1948 the man regarded as the great 
Labour Movement icon of socialism. 
Labour Prime Minister Clement Atlee 
rightly denounced the Soviet Union's 
new imperialism. Not a word from 
him on the imperial presence in 
Ireland, nor of the gerrymandered 
i. nor of the franchises 
votes 
't even qualify 
for even the semblance of democracy. 
Not a word of the inequity of housing, 
edu c a t ion, employment, health provi¬ 
sion in the North of Ireland, whereby 


And so it continued through the lead¬ 
ership of Kinaock. Smith and now 
Blair. No perceptible difference 
between Conservative and Labour 
policy on Ireland. Except that at least 


ing to the 1994 cessation. This engen¬ 
dered • spirit of optimism that at last 
the war could be ended. 


Shadow N1 Secretary. Mo Mowlem 
for her views. In a letter to Navan, 
County Meath Saoirse the replied; 
“...it la with regard to the suffering of 
the victims and their families and to 
rule of law that Labour does not sup¬ 
port the release of terrorist prisoners” 
In the same letter she goes on to say: 


to close any of the Special Secure 
Units" These sentiments, expressed in 
the middle of the ceasefire, should not 
inspire hope or confidence in any 


The difficulty with writing about the 
failures of Labour with relation to 
Ireland is not the paucity of informa¬ 
tion but rather sifting through the 
mountain of Labour duplicity with 
regard to the war in Ireland. 

Recently Mo Mowlam had been into 
Long Kesh to visit Loyalist prisoners. 
She congratulated them on their 
restraint in not advocating a return to 
random killings of working class 
nationalists. She also sought their 
advice on what the British and Irish 
government* should do in furtherance 
of their policies! She duly reported, 
without criticism, the Loyalist demand 
that there should be a crackdown on 
Sinn Fein and the Republican 
Movement on both sides of the border. 
The nature of the exchange exposed 
the quintessential relationship 
between Labour and Unionism - and • 
Labour and Republicanism. 

Only a few weeks previously (13 
October) ill sections of the Labour 
Party had denounced and condemned 
Jeremy Corbyn and Tony Benn for 
accommodating Adams at the House 
of Commons. Remember that Adams 
is an ex-MP and has never been con¬ 
victed of any paramilitary connec¬ 
tions. Not one person was embar¬ 
rassed or publicly recognised their 
duplicity over creating a furore and 
moral panic over meeting a represen¬ 
tative of the Republican Movement 
and the widespread approval and con¬ 
gratulation when meeting sectarian 
fascist murderer* who included 
Johnny Adair and Michael Stone. 

The suggestion, as made by labour 
apologists, that Mowlam is merely 
‘minding the job' whilst in opposition 
and that s more suitable person will 
take over after the election is patently 
nonsense. There is no-one more suit¬ 
able. Kevin McNamara is often cited 
as the calibre required. It was 
McNamara who said in Parliament (7 
March 1983) with regard to the 
Birmingham 6. "ordinary decent cop- 
pen using ordinary decent methods 
apprehended those responsible for the 
Birmingham outrages”. 

It is apparent that even under the 
most superficial scrutiny the Labour 
Party is not one to which either the 
Irish community and/or supporiere of 
Irish Republicanism can give support. 
The promises given in the past have 
proven false and so will promises 
given now. 




'A Declaration of 
Independence' 


RA: How did the IWCA come into 


IWCA: In May 1995 a document was 
distributed amongst sections of the left 
entitled ‘It’s Make Your Mind Up Time' 
It oiled for the setting up of an inde¬ 
pendent working data association in 
response to the total abandonment of 
the working class by Labour. 


RA: Who was invited to the 
meetings and why? 

IWCA: The groups invited were select¬ 
ed on the basis that they had through 
their publications etc publicly and con¬ 
sistently denounced the Labour Party 
as the class enemy prior to the Clause 
Four controversy and had either direct¬ 
ly called for, or at least it was implicit 
from their line of thinking that such an 
initiative was set up they might support 
it. Given that the majority on the Left ie 
the Trotskyists, either support Labour or 
apologise for doing so, the initial meet¬ 
ing was dominated by a mixture of 
groups who would be termed Marxist, 
or Leninist, through to orthodox 
Anarchists. 

RA: So given the diverse ideological 
backgrounds of the groups what was 
the flavour of the initial meeting? 
IWCA. Needless to say given the com¬ 
ponent parts and the nature of what 
was being proposed the meeting was 
fraught with difficulties. Even though the 
common language was English some of 
the participants in trying to defend their 
own records and search out the 
motives of others, struggled to take it all 
in. One group felt that, if there was a 
basis for unity it lay only in ‘anti-fas¬ 
cism" and suggested we try and organ¬ 
ise around that. This caused a few 
raised eyebrows from the AFA dele¬ 
gates in attendance. Another group that 
did not survive the first meeting, wound 
up their contribution by agreeing with 
the overall analysis that the vacuum 
needed to be filled and they were the 
boys to do it! Yet another group had 
after almost four hours discussion 
somehow gained the impression that 
the new organisation intended to limit 
its activity to a single estate somewhere 
in north London! Significantly it was 
these same elements who struggled to 
come to terms with the message inher¬ 
ent in the proposals that what was 
required was both a new approach, and 
a decisive change of direction. This was 
the first major hurdle. 

RA: Can you explain? 

IWCA: Well, for the initiative to take off 
the participants needed to be prepared 
in part to decommission their own ide¬ 
ologies and accept that the Left both 
inside and outside the Labour Party had 
failed. And that by working of! the okj 
formula could only continue to fail. 
Some were unwilling or incapable of 
taking in the big picture and continued 
to judge their own contributions by the 
standards of the Left rather than look at 
the situation and themselves objective¬ 
ly, that Is to say. from the perspective of 
the working class as a whole. 

RA: Not exactly an auspicious 
beginning. Was this not entirely pre- 


Recently both the Workers 
Revolutionary Party and the Class War 
Federation have slipped into voluntary 
liquidation. Rumours are also circulat¬ 
ing that Militant are thinking of renam¬ 
ing themselves the Socialist Party. The 
discussions that led to the formation 
of the Independent Working Class 
Association not only preceded these 
events but appear to have anticipated 
them. In a wide ranging interview with 
its acting secretary, we explore the 
background to the IWCA and its plans 
for the future. 



IWCA: Of course it was predictable, in 
many ways it was anticipated. The 
issues on which the participants were 
confronted on was quite a fundamental 
choice. Steady, as she goes or accept 
the reality that the blueprint for revolu¬ 
tionary change was fatally flawed. The 
facts that were laid out before them 
were as follows: Capitalism was chang¬ 
ing society and changing the working 
class. Trade unionism as a political 
strategy is as dead as a dodo. Labour 
has ditched the working class. The exis¬ 
tence of the labour movement’ is a 
myth. The possibility of progressive 
reform non-existent. What was needed 
was a radical change of direction -pri¬ 
marily- an orientation to where the 
working class live rather than where 
they work. Recognise as well that the 
Left had like, the working class, split 
into pro and anti Labour camps. That 
this was a positive rather than negative 
development, an opportunity rather 
than a problem. But to take advantage 
of the opportunity It would be necessary 
not only to break with Labour politically 
but to confront them directly; in other 
words the situation demanded that we 


organise without apology in working 
class areas against Labour. And as the 
title of the document indicated it was 
indeed a case of make your mind up 
time 

RA: The make up of the first meeting 
in July 1995 was almost right across 
the ideological board. How represen¬ 
tative Is the IWCA one year on, and 
how many groups sre still involvsd? 
IWCA: There were delegates from nine 
different groups involved in the first 
meeting. Some had fallen away by only 
the second meeting this continued 
throughout the year with the ones 
falling away being replaced by others 
signing up. There are now about the 
same number formally associated with 
the IWCA. But perhaps more important 
than the groups is the support from 
politically experienced but largely 
unaligned individuals that are beginning 
to form branches of their own. This is 
particularly important because the 
IWCA is no longer actively seeking 
political support among the anti-Labour 
Left, but Is now looking more to those 


prepared to offer practical support. 

RA: The IWCA stated that It was Its 
Intention to establish a demarcation 
line between those on the Left who 
supported Labour and those who 
stood with the working class. Are 
you then surprised that the public 
attacks have so far all come from 
your side of the demarcation line? 
IWCA: The formation of the IWCA has 
established a political demarcation line 
within the Left. The choice is pro Labour 
or pro-working class. If having made 
the correct choice, the logical next step 
surely is to decide what you intend to do 
about it. The groups that are anti- 
Labour but also anti-lWCA are presum¬ 
ably resigned to doing nothing about it 
Certainly they can expect to do nothing 
on their own 

RA: So what do you think their prob¬ 
lem is with the IWCA? 

IWCA: These are the same elements 
that have been whining about the sec¬ 
tarianism on the Left for years, and 
now their bluff has been called. The 
published arguments against their 
being involved appear to be aimed at 
justifying to their own supporters the 
benefits of their continued isolation. 
They view the IWCA from the position 
of what it can do for them rather than 
what they might contribute to It. 

The formation of 
the IWCA has 
established a politi¬ 
cal demarcation line 
within the Left. The 
choice is pro 
Labour or pro-work¬ 
ing class. Some, 
while in theoretical 
agreement, secretly 
hope it will fail 1 

For some this mirrors exactly their atti¬ 
tude to any working class struggle. 
Others recognise the danger in testing 
their ideas in practice So while in for¬ 
mal theoretical agreement with the 
IWCA they find themselves secretly 
hoping it will fail. They realise that the 
success of the IWCA will spell the end 
of the era of the sect. Given the chal¬ 
lenge facing the working class not only 
here but in Europe the position they 
have adopted can only be regarded as 
reactionary. 

RA: Despite overcoming apparently 
insurmountable obstacles the IWCA 
was first out of the blocks only to 
find that the SLP has stolen all the 
anti-Labour headlines and limelight. 
Is the prospect of being continually 
overshadowed by the SLP not a 
cause for concern? 

IWCA: Not really. Remember the IWCA 
is not out to impress the Left or the 
media though the latter win be used 
when the time comes. It was inevitable 
that the media would focus in on 
Scargiil primarily to see what damage 
he could do to Blair The debate gener- 


ated amongst the Lett was equally pre¬ 
dictable The majority on the Left still 
lament the direction Labour has taken. 
The SLP represented their regret in tangi¬ 
ble form. 

InevKabty. there was a certain amount of 
intrigue in pro-Labour circles, but I imag¬ 
ine that when the election comes round, 
the Trots will still recommend the original 
to the copy. 

RA: What la the current attitude 
toward the SLP and has It changed? 

lU/PA- Inihallii tk A rA rUnjii leeUno am 

iwoa. inmany mare were discussions on 
how the SLP should be approached but 
everybody recognised that its principal ori¬ 
entation would be to the Labour Party so 
our paths would cross only occasionally 
Basically the SLP is designed to appeal to 
people disillusioned by New Labour while 
the IWCA would expect to attract support 
from those alienated by Old Labour, alien¬ 
ated by labourism per se. It has been said 
elsewhere, but the paradox for the SLP, as 
an openly reformist party armed only with 
an electoral strategy, is what will they 
actually do between elections? Overall 
there is a distinct 70‘s feeling about the 
whole enteronse both in oolitical analvsis 
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and its bureaucratic structures which has 
created the indelible impression that 
should the SLP ever adopt a crest for their 
official SLP tie it would probably be two 
whippets rampant over a doth cap! ' 

RA: Just to pick you up on a point 
there. If indeed the IWCA organises 
effectively against Labour Is there not 
• danger that in some areas of the East 
cno for instance mis couia nave me 
•fleet of Mttng In tfw Hfcet of the BNP? 
IWCA: There are a number of points to be 
made on this issue One. the BNP won a 
council seat in the Isle of Dogs without 
any help from the IWCA. It also secured 
over 30% of the vole in other wards. 
Canning Town etc and came within a 
whisker of Labour in a ward in' Newham. 
This remember is working class people 
vqtmfl far-right with the most right wing 
party since the war in power. The support 
for the BNP was not of course directed 
against the Tories but in protest against 
Labour in local government. 

The IWCA has identi¬ 
fied the basic contra¬ 
diction. And is now 
acting on it. The only 
way tne fundamental 
change that is 
required can be 
achieved is by disen¬ 
tangling the basic . 
contradiction' 

How much more resonant the BNP mes* 
sage when Labour is running the country 
as well as the local council can wen be 
imagined 

RA: Would you elaborate please? 

iwvS. wen wnn me tones discredited 
and socialists 1 in government mounting 
attacks on the working class, the BNP 
anticipate with some confidence that it is 
they who will be cast in the role of the nat¬ 
ural opposition. In addition W the IWCA is 
effective against Labour, then k will be 
equally effective against the BNP. If It 
splits the Labour vote then it will have the 
same potential to split the BNP vote. At 
the end of the day we consider that the 
working class is our constituency. 

In the battle for hearts and minds, inviting 
the working class, as the ANL have done, 
to vote for a visibly corrupt council to 
'Keep out the Nazis' is to betray both the 
* working class and the principle of anti-fas¬ 
cism. One consequence of the extensive 
ANL campaign on the Isle of Dogs that is 
largely ignored ie that the BNP vote 
jumped by 30 %. This was not despite the 


ANL pro-Labour approach but because of 

It. . - 

RA: Does this mean that the IWCA 
intends to stand in local elections? 

IWCA: The case of elections is of course 
a tactical question and would be deter¬ 
mined by conditions on the ground 
Certainly an electoral strategy does not 
play a major part in IWCA thinking at the 
moment. 

RA: Who would determine whether or 
not the IWCA would stand. What is the 
decision making structure, la It simply 
a united front? 

IWCA: As things stand, particularty in 
London, the sponsoring organisations are 
cast in a caretaker role until such time as 
their overall contribution is out-weighed by 
unaligned individuals joining the IWCA of 
their own accord. Though the organisation 
ia just beginning to take shape around the 
rest of the country particularly in the 
Midlands and in Scotland, the ultimate 
decision would be a local decision deter¬ 
mined by the activists on the ground. After 
•I atay would have to do the work and 
carry the can if things go pear-shaped*. 

RA: You say It la not a united front but 
that that the sponsoring organisations 
still have a caretaker role. Can you 
explain? 

IWCA: Well, a united front generally 
means a combination of existing forces 
combined against a common enemy for a 
limited duration; a temporary or emer¬ 
gency measure based on the lowest com¬ 
mon denominator. The IWCA is designed 
for the long haul. It has taken twelve 
months of discussions to put together; 
precisely one year to the day from com¬ 
mencement of discussions to the first real 
activity in Londbn. Because of the 
painstaking approach work and the princi- 
pieo participation or me original sponsors 
It has I b sieve an almost inftnie capacity 
to evolve. The structure has been 
designed by the sponsors, but not for the 
sponsors, but for future recruits. While 
some of the sponsors would be the first to 
admit that they win be able to contribute 
little by way of practical support I think 
they are all aware that this is where the 
real work begins. And as in any enterprise 
you get out what you put In. There can be 
no free lunches. 

RA: Where apart from London doss 
the IWCA have contacts and support? 
IWCA: Wen, over the last year I personal¬ 
ly have spoken at meetings up and down 
the country London, Oxford. Bristol, 
Birmingham, Nottingham, Sheffield, 
Manchester, Edinburgh and Glasgow. 

i 

RA: To go back to the Issue of mem- 
bershiD how would vou define vour 
natural constituency? 

IWCA* That is an interestina Question Dre- 
dsety because the. existence of the work¬ 
ing class itself has been called into ques¬ 
tion. You notice that Labour and right wing 
sociologists no longer refer to the working 
class at all. Roy Hattersley is on record as 
saying that “we are all middle class now if 
only by aspiration". In other words it you 
live in a cardboard box and would like to 
get out of It ha regards you as a social 
climber. The conservative Left on the 
other hand have concluded that practical 
ly everybody is working dess.* This is 
more to justify the strata they recruit from 
rather than any objective analysis. One of 
the larger organisations had just recently 
recruited a dole snooper and were boast¬ 
ing of it! 

As the IWCA will be orientating to working 
class communities our orientation, sympa¬ 
thies and support will be very much with 
the people on the other side of the dole 
snoopers counter so to speak 

RA: Who then would you regard as 
your ideal recruit? 


IWCA: Somebody with political experi¬ 
ence of the Left and who is suitably jaun¬ 
diced by its self-defeating nature 
Somebody who already operates both 
politically and socially in a working class 
community, has the ambition to see things 
change and is prepared to take on the 
responsibility for making It happen. Of 
course the ideal recruit is by definition 
cynical. Only when the IWCA begins to 
prove that it is a dean break with the past 1 
will this strata begin to take interest. Until 
then it will remain a chicken and egg situ¬ 
ation. 

RA: The phrase 'a clean break with the 
the past* has a certain intrigue. What 
does It mean? Is It simply an advertis¬ 
ing technique to convey the impres¬ 
sion that the IWCA is something fresh; 
a new improved formula etc. Surely to 
break with the past would you not have 
to break with the Left? 

IWCA: To a certain extent this is true. The 
IWCA has not yet broken from the Left so 
far but has caused a political division with¬ 
in It. There is now the conservative Left 
grouped around Labour, a slightly less 
conservative group around the SLP and 
the radical Left grouped around the IWCA. 

The Left’s 
pre-occupation with 
the point of produc¬ 
tion is in any case 
something of a 
sham. One organisa¬ 
tion has appointed 
as their industrial 
organiser an individ¬ 
ual who runs a 
creche 1 

As had been said before It is a case of tak¬ 
ing up battle field positions. The conserv¬ 
ative Left have lined up with Labour 
against the working class. The IWCA has 
lined up with the working dass against 
Labour. If I can refer you to the founding 
statement it states: 

"From the outset it will be dear we have 
rejeciea entryism ana me prospect of 
reform, be that reform of Labour or the 
economic system. We will not orientate or 
seek solace from the official ‘labour move¬ 
ment*, Trade unionism as a strategy for 
total soda! change is no longer vaguely 
credMe. Instead the IWCA wi be com¬ 
munity orientated and in time community 
based, it will be led by the working dass 
but not limited to the working class. 
Essentially it will be a can-do organisation; 
an organisation (hat can make things hap¬ 
pen or prevent them happening." 

That statement can not be regarded as an 
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anempt at improving ms ora formula it is 
a dean break with that formula and the 
custom and practice that goes'with It. The 
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iwv/A nas raenmiea me oasic commote- 
tion. And is now acting on it. The only way 
the fundamental chanoe that is reauired 
can be achieved is by disentangling the 
basic contradiction. 

RA: And the basic contradiction Is? 

IWCA: Continually calling for a working 
dass alternative to Labour, white at the 
same time actively campaigning for a 
Labour vote and at each moment of crisis 
standing loyaNy four square behind them. 

RA: The IWCA says It Is against reform 
but the entire Trotskyist Left for 
instance reject reformism, while, ss 
you have pointed out, consistently call¬ 
ing for a Labour vots. How Is this refec¬ 
tion any different? 

IWCA: Read carefully the statement does 
not say that the IWCA rejects reform in 
principle. Nor la tie stagnant based on a 
belief that reform is In itself undesirable. 
Instead it is a recognition that progressive 



reform, given that it requires underpinning 
by progmastes taxation is no longer on the 
agenda of either of the mainstream par¬ 
ties. So the word that needs to be 
stressed here is prospect. In brief when 
developing a long term strategy cam¬ 
paigning for progressive reform is simply a 
distraction and needs to be automatically 
exduded as a realistic possibility 

RA: The statement also ssys that trade 
unionism Is hot a strategy for total 
social change. Surely the emasculation 
of trade unionism is doym to Tory leg¬ 
islation, and with a change of govern- 
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IWCA: No. Ths maaalvs dscHna in union 
organisation has not bssn ss a result of 
Tory legislation ss ths conservative Left 
believe or because the working dass have 
become more middle dass ss the Right 
pretends but is largely s result of the 
growth in smaller scale units, unskilled or 
pan nme joos wnere maustnai relations 
are not required and where union mem¬ 
bership is an irrelevance. The Left's pre¬ 
occupation with the point of production is 
in any case something of a sham. One 
organisation has appointed as their indus¬ 
trial organiser an individual who runs a 
creche. 

The refusal to look reality in the face has 
rendered ths Left unable to form any con¬ 
temporary analysis - even • In their own 
interests. Theirs is a dogmatism unsullied 
by experience. If they prove unable to 
adapt they wont survive 
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point of view Is It not dangerous for the 
IWCA to Ignore the unions entirely? 

IWCA: The IWCA is not ignoring the 
unions as such, merely putting their value 
in regard to building links with the working 
dass into perspective. It is in fad the 
unions who have ignored the working 
class entirely through concentrating on 
sectional interests exdusNe to them¬ 
selves. in operating as business unions it 
is they who have turned their backs on the 
social concerns and Doiitical interests of 
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the working class as a whole. 


RA: But canl this relationship be 
reouiu oy principled ran* ana i*a worn 
for Instance? 

IWCA: Not really. The thing is that soci¬ 
ety, cspltolsm It changing. When capital- 
ism was expanding, industrialisation herd¬ 
ed people from rural to urban areas and 
they began to organise themselves 
around the point of production. De-indus¬ 
trialisation is having the opposite effect by 
forcing working people out of the custom¬ 
ary manufacturing centres back into their 
communities. This is the case now and 
this is the future. 

The argument for attempting to organise 
the working class where they live as well 
as where they work would be a poweriul 
one regardless. Particularly as working 
class communities are practically 
shunned by the parliamentary parties. As 
recent developments here and in Europe 
have shown a void the far-right is more 
than happy to exploit. 

RA: ft Is not entirely accurate to say 
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mm uW enure loti mi ignored worKing 
class communities. Militant for 
Instance retains s measure of support 
councillors In s number of working 
class areas Pollock in Glasoow is 
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regarded as something of a strong¬ 
hold? 

IWCA. Certainly Militant have benefited 
from their work within communities but it is 
not so apparent that Militant s political 
occupation has benefited the working 
class. * 

The evidence suggests that the Militant 
operation is simply a mixture of ‘Okf 
Labour municipal socialism spiced with 
pork barrel politics and jobs for the boys. 
In short rather than the party being there 
for the people, the people are regarded as 
being there for the party. The shortfall in 
actual support locally is made up by ship¬ 
ping in Militant cadres from elsewhere. So 
in an effort to ensure that Pollock remains 
a stronghold, MHitant are being forced to 
literally colonise the area 


■ I don’t think the IWCA in Scotland would 
have any reservations about competing 
with them publicly when the time comes. 

RA: Whatever the truth of the matter 
won’t this belligerent approach be 
seen as just old fashioned sectarian¬ 
ism. Would It not be better to cooperate 
where possible. After all despite your 
criticisms your are fighting a common 
enemy for a common goal - community 
reform? 

IWCA: In reality, there are neither com¬ 
mon goals nor common enemies. Unlike 
Militant, the IWCA is not designed as a 
pressure group to walk the working class 
up the hid and down again. Primarily, 
Militant organise community campaigns 
with marches and lobbies of Labour Town 
Halls purely to enhance their own stand- 
ing as reitaDie meoiaiors d© tween tne 
working dass and the state rspreeenta 
tives The success of the campaign is 
judged in those terms. 

Their over riding concern is to adequate¬ 
ly reflect/channel the anger and interests 
of the working date; the better to adviee 
the establishment that there wMi be a price 
to be paid or kudos to be earned by adopt¬ 
ing this or that oourse of action. Their sole 
motivation is to enhance their reputations 
as brokers to an enlightened middle class. 
For them an orientation toward the politi¬ 
cally enlightened' is the only practical 
basis for real change. So they adapt them¬ 
selves to reality rather than attempt to 
change it The logic of this approach 
reduces any long term objective to mere 
sentiment. 

In direct contrast the function of the IWCA 
is not to offer the establishments munici¬ 
pal functionaries protection from them¬ 
selves by promoting this or that reform as 
a solution. Neither will it target the pdMcal 
establishment only. The IWCA remit is not 
•bout replacing this or that councillor but 
their flunkeys as wen as the system per 
se. The IWCA is determined to break polit¬ 
ically with Labour and ultimately break 
Labour • particularly its influence in work¬ 
ing dass areas. At the heart of the IWCA 
lies the concept of working class self 
determination. Labour s historical antithe¬ 
sis. And Labour is sti Labour, by any 
other name be it Sodalat, MNtant or New. 


RA: Well, If that is your attitude to 
Militant Labour what about New 
Labour? 

IWCA: Though our ultimate goal it told 
social change the intermediate ob j ec t ive 
is working dass political independence 
from all middle class parties and institu¬ 
tions. This does not mean we adopt a 
nihilistic approach to the local municipali¬ 
ties like encouraging the burning of hous¬ 
ing benefit cheques or something. On the 
contrary our approach will be entirely 
practical based on the understanding that 
the attacks planned in Parliament will be 
implemented locally. With Labour in gov¬ 
ernment Labour functionaries will no 
longer be able to use the Judenrat alibi 
(Yes we are selecting people for the con¬ 
centration camps but only because of the 
Nazis, its all their fault). 

So to answer your question, the IWCA 
will approach any struggling Labour coun- 
cti with the same companion and sympa¬ 
thy as we would offer any Tory council in 
similar difficulties. Ultimately, from our 
point of view it is not what the Left in 
Labour think they are doing, but what they 
are actually doing that matters 

RA: How does the IWCA Intend to set 
about the task of organising In working 
class communities. Where do you 
start? 

IWCA: We are fully aware of the prob¬ 
lems. The IWCA is forced to begin cold 
from a standing start. We have inherited 
nothing useful from the previous genera¬ 
tions of the Left. The organic link with the 
working class has atrophied. There is 
Homing i©n to saivago. ina reiaiionsnip 


wiN have to be rebuilt brick by brick. So 
when considering addressing the working 
class directly there are a number of points 
that jump out s trai g ht a w a y. 1, Any agenda 
must be dominated by what interests the 
working d ass rather than what preoccu¬ 
pies tot Left. 2, What interests particular 
working class communities is not Hkeiy to 
bear any resemblance to the issues that 
occupy the Left, “Defend the Welfare 
State!, Minimum wage! General Strike 
Now! Rebuild the 4th International!* etc. 

'At its heart lies the 
concept of working 
class self determina¬ 
tion. So, the IWCA is 
determined to break 
politically with 
Labour and ultimate¬ 
ly break Labour, be it 
Socialist, Militant or 
New' 

RA: Are you saying the working cites 
noi inieresiea in ina nmo mc r 

IWCA: Of course not but while the work¬ 
ing class generally are In favour of a first 
dass health service what the Left neglect 
to do is suggest a way in which the work¬ 
ing class as a dass can possibly influence 
the outcome. The suggestions for action 
usually revolve around proposals like: 
lobby your MP, union branch, Trades 
council, picket, demonstrate, petition. 
Ultimately vote Labour. All avenues when 
not complete cul-de-sacs invariably lead 
beck to them. Avenues littered with the still 
warm corpses of previous campaigns are 
not designed to instill confidence that any¬ 
thing can be changed. Worse than that, 
pointless campaigns inevitably emascu¬ 
late working dass confidence, not just in 
the Left but more importantly, in the work¬ 
ing class itself as a political force. 

RA: Once again, If you think you have 
Identified the problem, what It the 
solution? 

IWCA: The overall strategy is simple. 
Once the problem is identified either the 
solution can be implemented by the IWCA 
itself or within the working dass locally. 
Through this method we can establish a 
one-on-one relationship. There will be no 
appeals to a reluctant or hostile third party 
It is by directing its primary effort to estab¬ 
lishing a menage a trois (Lobby the TUC 
General Strike Now!) that renders almost 
aH such Left schemes instantly impotent. 
The IWCA approach will be to identify sit¬ 
uations to the working dass in which the 
remedy lies in their own hands and which 
is self evidently in their own interests. With 
the issues apparent, initial door-to-door 
canvassing of opinion would be conduct¬ 
ed in order to find out what people want 
and what they themselves are prepared to 
contribute toward getting it. Once having 
established the needs, the process would 
then be repeated, this time advertising 
and eliciting support for the methods 
through which the needs might be met. 
This is the distinction between intensive 
organisation and the sterile stilted 
attempts to build rank and file unions or 
campaigns for left wing reforms either 
inside or outside the Labour Party. 

RA: But If the IWCA genuinely gives 
the workina class Deoole what thev 
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want, is mere nor a Ganger it win rail 
orev to all sorts of racist and reac- 
t ion ary agendas? 

IWCA: Funnily enough this question 
come up constantly. It emerges again and 
again in meetings about the IWCA. Often 
those asking the question would have 
been just as insistent a few years back 
that there wasn't a problem. Now the atti¬ 
tude is that the problem is insurmount¬ 
able. Usually it foNows the discovery that 
there is no ready made programme of 


principles painstakingly prepared earlier. 
Its almost as if the programme was 
expected to act like a typhoid shot to 
immunise potential IWCA activists from 
contact with the working class or alterna¬ 
tively that in dealing directly with the work¬ 
ing dass on their terms 'our' principles run 
the risk of being contaminated and bent 
out of shape. All such a question proves is 
that the size of the chasm between the 
working dass and the Left that many 
would seek to deny has not been exag¬ 
gerated. Bridging that gap is a primary 
function of the IWCA. 


RA: Accepting that such a chasm 
exists how did It arise and how can It 
be bridged? 

IWCA: Quite simply jf the working class 
won’t come to the Left then the Left will 
have to go to the working class. How did 
the chasm arise? In the first place the Left 
talk at the working class (or as they say 
the masses'), not to them. They all tend to 
do so from a distance both to protect their 
illusions and to avoid retribution when 
they get it badly wrong, so there is no dia¬ 
logue or actual communication. Without 
dialogue there can be no communication 
and without communication there will 
always be an absence of either under¬ 
standing or trust. 

'In five years time 
much of the welfare 
state will have been 
dismantled. And as 
the establishment 
abandons responsi¬ 
bility for sections of 
tne population 
socially, tney will be 
forced as a conse¬ 
quence to abandon 
large sections of 
urban areas - 
paramilitary police 
apart - territorially' 

RA: Can you expand on that point? 

IWCA: Well, on the one hand they ide¬ 
alise the working dass in their propagan¬ 
da and if in reality they do not measure up, 
they are contemptuously dismissed as 
some lumpen aberration. This form of 
schizophrenia is home of the fundamental 
misunderstanding that to be working class 
is an honourtfic term; an honour that 
needs to be earned rather than a fact of 
life. So naturally according to their analy¬ 
sis to qualify as a member of the working 
dass means having to meet some rather 
strict politically correct criteria. Criteria 
incidentally set down in tablets of stone by 
the middle class left. 

So, in having failed dismally to convince 
the working class proper, this is an 
attempt to square the drde by creating a 
new working dass. With themselves as 
the most advanced elements. As the most 
advanced elements it has fallen to them to 
draw up a programme of principles for the 
working dass. And so it becomes a seif 
fueling prophecy and a redpe for failure. 

RA: And you regard this failure as 
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IWCA: Yes because without the intimate 
involvement of the working dass the pro¬ 
gramme drawn up will inevitably be an 
abstract formula. For it to work, reality and 
the working dass will have to adapt them¬ 
selves to the programme and the formula. 
And if they do not, the attitude win be, so 
much the worse for the working dass and 
reality. Don’t take my word for it Look 
around you. The Left have been doing this 
for'50 years See any revolutions? 



RA: Bui surety some programme 
even a minimum one ia necessary 
as a guide to activity? 

IWCA: In reality the programme of 
Drindoles first’ aDoroach leads to ore* 
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cisely the opposite happening The Left 
have been tinkering with its collective 
programme with different degrees of 
enthusiasm since the war and have 
achieved nothing. In fact everything 
has come full circle. The far-right are 
once again setting the agenda. From 
the end of the war to the the 60 s prac¬ 
tically the entire Left operated as an 
internal or external faction of the 
Labour Party. Then in the late 60's, 
without breaking this bond and still pro¬ 
claiming their fkJafty to Labour, they 
saw the mass student movement of the 
time as the band wagon to an Indepen¬ 
dent existence. They have been jump¬ 
ing on and off band wagons ever since 
and have achieved nothing. 

RA: But surely campaigning for 
particular Issues provides organisa¬ 
tions with a focus and must be con¬ 
sidered a legitimate form of activity? 

IWCA: Fair enough, but for the most 
part these campaigns have nothing to 
do with the working class at all, nor do 
they (the Left) expect them to. And 
because of their loyalty to Labour 
would they want them to? Therefore 
they focus on liberal concerns, periph¬ 
eral issues, or symptoms of a wider 
problem, which Is given undue empha¬ 
sis and then taken to extremes. This 
dilettantism is then presented to a 
bemused working class public as the 
epitome of revolutionary activity when 
it is simply liberal extremism. Not 
unnaturally the working class reject 
such a programme instinctively which 
causes its authors to return to the 
drawing board or seek out a more 
appreciative audience 
The authentic approach is surely to 
draw up a programme of action to first 
engage the working class and in time 
the programme of principle will follow. 
Design the shoe to fit the foot rather 
than the foot to fit the shoe so to speak. 

RA: Nevertheless is it not the case 
that for whatever reasons the work¬ 
ing class in much of Europe has 
given widespread electoral support 
to far-right and fascist parties? The 
problem appears deep seated and 
many areas of Britain display similar 
symptoms. How will the IWCA deal 
with that? 

IWCA: In the first place tor whatever 
reason' is hardly an analysis on which 
to base a strategy. We need to know 
precisely the reasons in order to reme¬ 
dy the situation. 

Now it is true and hardly surprising 
that on many issues the working class 
appear to exhibit a right wing instinct 
for, in the absence of the Left, the 
working class has been bombarded 
with right wing propaganda through the 
media, on the terraces, on the estates, 
for at least half a century. So the con¬ 
sequence of the working class only 
ever hearing one side of the argument,' 
is that inevitably the Right and the far- 
Right have set the political agenda 

RA: So are you saying that the Left 
has had no contact with the working 
class at all In this period? 

IWCA: No I'm not. What I'm saying is 
that the relative few from the working 
class who actually make a conscious 
•Sort to go out of their way to find out 
what the most advanced elements are 
thinking, are often dismayed to discov¬ 
er that the Left’s revolutionary pro¬ 
gramme reduced to the essentials 


means • Love your neighbour and vote 
Labour. 

This combination of theoretical disdain 
and practical irrelevance has created 
the situation not just here but through¬ 
out Europe where the Left and the 
working class regard each other with a 
mixture of incomprehension and 
loathing. This is particularly true in the 
East End. That in the circumstances 
the Left are now suffering a collective 
loes of nerve is not surprising. The 
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struggle Tngntens mefn. iMeverineiess 
the nettle must be grasped. And areas 
like this must be contested What is 
required now is probably 'more fighting 
ana less pmiosopnising , 
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of forces, the media and so on, how 
can the IWCA hope to reverse the 
tide. Might It not be better to sit It 
out and wait for more favourable cir¬ 
cumstances, a Labour government 
psrhaps? 

IWCA. Sitting it out. is the principle 
cause of the problem and If anything a 
Labour government win certainly 
change things only by raising the 
stakes and expectations all round • 
then failing to deliver. In this scenario 
the far-Right will rightly expect to be in 
the ascendancy. The problem for them 
is that despite the crocodile tears for 
me conotoon or me wonung class in 
Labour boroughs, they don’t even 
believe the workino class should even 
have the vote, so rarely does the sym¬ 
pathy translate into anything more 
practical. At the moment in the 
absence of anything else it doesn't 
have to. However when confronted 
with a real class issue they tend to 
freeze in confusion. The poll tax was a 
case in point. Then they were totally 
exposed in working dess areas as sim¬ 
ply Tories in flight-jackets'. 

RA: What makes It so sasy for the 
far-Right and so difficult for the far - 
Left. What does the Left have to do 
to turn things around? 

IWCA: What normally makes it so 
easy for the far-Right is that Invariably 
the Left stands shoulder to shoulder 
with the local establishment in defence 
of the status quo. Generally this is suf¬ 
ficient to give the far-Right’s agenda a 
veneer of radicalism, in that, at least 
they represent a promise of change - 
any change. 

'The central purpose 
of the IWCA is the 
political re-conquest 
of working class 
areas by working 
class people. 
Without this specific 
goal, without this 
social foundation, 
radical change is 
probable but pro¬ 
gressive change is 
inconceivable 1 

However, once the working class 
move in pursuit of their own interests 
two things happen. The scapegoating 
and bigotry doesn’t disappear but is 
increasingly seen as an irrelevance or 
an obstacle. Then, it is not what this or 
that working class individual thinks on 
this or that issue that's important, but 
what the class is compelled to do to 
achieve even its limited aims. That is 
the key to social change. So in order to 
turn things around the Left must first 
set the agenda. And to do this we must 


begin to at least match the conviction 
and ambition of the far-right. 

RA: What then are the (WCA’s polit¬ 
ical objectives, short term, medium 
and long term? 

IWCA: 1, A working class organisation 
independent of all establishment par¬ 
ties and institutions.2, Working class 
control in working class areas. 3, Total 
social change 
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your optimism that these can be 
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IWCA: Our optimism is largely based 
on the simple fact that there is a polit¬ 
ical gap in working class politics and 
so in a way we are just responding to 
market forces. 


RA: What do you mean by political 
gap? 

IWCA: The situation we have at the 
moment is that for the first time in 50 
years all establishment parties are 

Ik Ikl Ik ft LahiA k« tMAM fijlklji — A 

agreea mai m© Dasic nuroan ngnts of 
workino class oeoole the naht to hous- 
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ing, the right to health, the right to 
work the naht to silence must be sac- 
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rntceo m me interests or me system, as 
all the parties are against the working 
class the working class must be 
against all parties. 

If a local council administration has 
proved itseit noetne to me interests of 
the local population then the population 
must seek to replace it with the type of 
administration that adequately reflects 
its interests. 


RA: What type of administration do 
you believe would adequately 
reflect working clasa Interests and 
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now migni n dc acnievea r 
IWCA: If you have a situation as at 
present where in many areas the police 
do not offer effective protection from 
crime within the community then the 
community must protect itself both 
from the criminal elements - and • from 
the police. In housing - If s neighbour¬ 
hood has 2000 homeless and 6000 
empty properties, simple division 
would provide an instant solution. 

If the system will not administer posi¬ 
tively in allocating decent housing then 
neither should it be allowed to adminis¬ 
ter negatively • rent arrears, bailiffs, 
evictions, etc. 

If because of decisions taken at 
national level, local government cannot 
be made to work in accordance with 
the wish es of the electorate then local 
democracy has no meaning. For 
democracy to be given meaning under 
these conditions the administration of 
the working class must become the act 
of the working class themselves. So 
the IWCA objective is straight forward, 
working class rule in working class 
areas. Translated this means only one 
thing • de facto self government. 

RA: If this statement 'de facto self 

government i© to do Yei\en meraiiy, 
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you Deueve inai in© anioiiion or 
working class rule in working class 
areas has any prospect of becoming 
a reality? 

IWCA: As you point out this is an 
ambition or goal to bs pursued 
However circumstances ars conspiring 
to create a situation where the working 
class will have no choice but to declare 
a unilateral declaration of indapan- 
oence. eimer wonung ctass aominisira- 
tion and democracy or no services and 
no democracy. 

Already almost 90% of local funding 
comes from central government. While 
the percentage may increase, the 
funds allocated may well be reduced. 
No proper funding, no proper services, 


no proper services no need for 
accountable local government. Local 
government by quango is a very real 
possibility in the near future. A number 
of right wing journals are already ftying 
this particular kite. 

RA: Do you believe this is the likely 
scenario regardless of whether it is 
Labour or the Tories In govern¬ 
ment? 

IWCA: Well for instance the average 
age of the Tory party is 65. H as It 
seems likely they lose the next election 
they can expect to be out of power for 
a generation. If you can’t attract 
recruits when in power what hope is 
there when in opposition The only way 
to attract youth is with a more radical 
agenda As the Tories are already the 
most ngni wing government since me 
war such a development would herald 
a split either from the left or from the 
right. Either way, it can be anticipated 
that the New Tory would be more viru¬ 
lently nationalist more along the lines 
of the FN in France or the National 
Alliance rather than the old patrician 
Tory modal. Labour is itself already fol¬ 
lowing the American route. In piece of 
progressive reform, they are commit¬ 
ted to a programme of reactionary 
reform ie ‘thinking the unthinkable'. 
They have come to believe that the 
working dess no longer exist, so the 
emergence of a radical right party 
would drive them even further to the 
right. So I suppose the answer is yes. 

RA: Clearly you believe that these 
end similar developments will har¬ 
bour dramatic consequences for 
everybody? 

IWCA: One way or the other, In five 
years time much of the welfare state 
wW have been dismantled. And as the 
establishment abandons responsibility 
for sections of the population sodaffy, 
they will be forced as a consequence 
to abandon large sections of urban 
areas politically as weM. This ceding, 
first of social responsibility, then of 
political control, will mean areas being 
abandoned commercially and eventu¬ 
ally paramilitary police apart • territori¬ 
ally. This means that the political 
organisations that still seek to influence 
events in those areas will be doing so 
for the first time this century free from 
competition from either of the two main 
establishment parties. 

The Tories have no say in any working 
class areas now and Labour’s mani¬ 
festo means that they too are destined 
to a similar fate. The coming election 
will be the last in which Labour candi¬ 
dates will campaign in working class 
areas with any real confidence. 

So in any area where the Labour 
establishment want to break the work¬ 
ing class from reliance on the state 
socially, break the culture of dependen¬ 
cy, etc, rather than plead for them to 
come back or pursue a demoralising 
futile and mouse like resistance, the 
IWCA will instead seek to compliment 
this development by bringing it a step 
further, by using their momentum to 
break the same section of the working 
class from any reliance or allegiance to 
the state politically. This la the central 
purpose of the IWCA; the political re¬ 
conquest of working class areas by 
working class people. 

Consequently, as we approach the 
millennium, working class rule is not 
only possible, but without such an 
advance, without* politically Indepen¬ 
dent working data, the democrdlsa- 
tion of working class areas is impracti¬ 
cal. And without this specific goal, with¬ 
out this social foundation, radical 
change is probable but progress!vs 
change is inconceivable. 



1 Finance Trend* analysis sug- 
fe«* the present f over 
is, in effect, bankrupt • with net i 


decUnini from nearly £20bn in 1979 
» minus £132bn at the end of 1995 
Since 1979 the government ha* spent 
more than £3200bo - financed by pri¬ 
vatisation. North Sea oil and increased 
payment on gov- 



welfare and for the cnrranalisation of 
the poor. For years the left has perpet 



tore. The majority of public expendi¬ 
ture goes on social security - £770bn 
in the last 17 years. The bill for unem 


from £3bo to £l7ba . 

According to The Independent, "the 
figures also make uncomfortable read¬ 
ing for Labour politicians.’* Bill 
Martin, chief economist at City 
investors UBS and adviser to the 
House of Commons Treasury Select 
Committee, predicted that the 
Conservatives' failure to control pub¬ 
lic spending would leave Labour with 
an inheritance of budget deficits in 
excess of 5% of national income by 
the end of the century To cut the gap 
to 2.5% would require a rise of 7p in 
the basic rate of income tax. Shadow 
Chancellor Gordon Brown, though, 
has always spelled out that Labour 
would be the party of low taxation" 
In a recent interview on Breakfast 
With Frost Tony Blair dismissed any 
calls for higher rate taxation for high 
earners “1 don’t believe that’s the way 
we need to go now. I don’t believe 
we’re in a situation where you’re 
going to say to people some people are 
doing very successfully, so we'll soak 
the rich to give a few more pounds in 
benefit to the badly off. The unem¬ 
ployed need jobs, not a little extra 


Economist David Walton at Goldman 
Sachs has observed that if demands 
for front-line public services grows at 
least as fast as the economy.Blair's 
solution to public sector borrowing 
deficits is to seek to reverse this trend 
The logic is inescapable - the £770bn 
spent on benefits is a drag anchor on 
capital. The solution is either to fund 
the public sector through increased 
taxes - which Labour has explicitly 
ruled out • or slash public expenditure. 
In the US. Blair's political double. 
President Clinton, has just passed a 
Welfare Bill which cuts spending on 
welfare by £36bn.Clinton’s 1992 cam¬ 
paign Hi* pledge to “end welfare as 
we know it" echoes the statements of 
in its run up to office. 
’» new Social Security 
spokesman Hcmy Mac Lei sh launched 
a campaign recently for a crack-down 
on national insurance fraud by accus¬ 
ing government ministers of failing to 
take tough enough action to protect 
the public purse from criminals. 
Clinton’s message to the unemployed 
was. in the words of a Daily Telegraph 
writer, "work or starve". Blair's poli¬ 
cies are the same. 

In July. Labour published its ’’New 
Labour. New Life for Britain" mani- 
festo.which talked of setting a tough 
target for low inflation. ’Money", 
according to Labour "is bang wasted 
on the bills of failure, unemployment 
and social decay.” The manifesto 
pledges to reduce taxes for ordinary 
families. Commenting on Clinton's 
Welfare Bill. The Telegraph noted "a 
growing mood of zero tolerance 
among middle class taxpayers towards 
those leu fortunate than themselves". 
The Labour manifesto bases its poli¬ 
cies on the propagation of such zero 
tolerance here. 

The 2 main policies spelt out in the 
manifesto are I) cutting youth and long 
id 2) to be 


Tolerance 

For years the Left has perpetuated the myth 
that Labour is progressive and pro-working 
class. Now, like Clinton, Blair makes no secret 
of his policies - for an end to welfare and for the 
criminalisation of the poor. But what Labour 
represents maybe something more sinister than 
has yet been conceded. 


1. Every young person to continue in 
education after 16. As Gordon Brown 
has made clear, there are no plans to 
extend Income Support entitlement to 
16 year olds, and plans in place to 
reduce entitlement to Child Benefit. 
Young people therefore would contin¬ 
ue on at school because they had no 
choice. 

2. Every young person to be in a job 
or training. 

3. Young people to join environment 
task forces to improve neighbour¬ 
hoods' to be paid a weekly wage (ben- 


should be no absolute entitlement to 
continued receipt of foil social securi¬ 
ty benefits...childless young people 
who are of sound body and mind can¬ 
not expect to continue to receive foil 
benefit if they decide not to take up 
these new opportunities" (Just to 
remind ounelves-a chance to join an 
environmental taskforce and be paid a 
weekly wage-benefit plus a fixed sum 
- for 6 months'). 

“Such a tough discipline is necessary 
to demonstrate the seriousness of the 
government* efforts to break the cul¬ 
ture of hopelessness, idleness and cyn- 


million” The US corrections business 
is a $30bn industry, of which the pri¬ 
vate sector has a 30% share. The 
Federal Bureau of Prison Industrie* 
counted over $404 m in sales of 
prison-made products in 1993 alone. 
As criminologist David Scicher. writ¬ 
ing in The Los Angeles Time* 
observed. "Since the size of the 
inmate population determine* the 
income of the private operator*, they 
(prison industry and the stale) have a 
vested interest in keeping the facilities 
full" Profit is derived from the gaoling 
and warehousing of slave labour, 
human being* reduced to commodities 


in some way a progressive pro-wort 
mg class constituency. What Labour 
particularly under Blair • rep res ent* is 
something more sinister than has yet 
been conceded. Consider the follow 
ing quote* 

I. “As a test of an unemployed per¬ 
son's willingness to work. I am in 
favour of introducing a scheme similar 
to the workfare' system operated in 
certain states of the USA. The sy«em 
is that all welfare benefit*, except ia 
the case of the old. sick or disabled, 
are given in return for work...The 
scheme has 2 benefit*; one i* that it is 
good for the self-respect of those 
involved; the other is that it discour¬ 
ages welfare sponger* by demonstrat¬ 
ing to everyone that there is no ‘free 
ride' • no-one can get something for 
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since the size of the inmate population determines the income of the 
private operators, they (prison industry and the state) have a vested 
_interest In Keeping the facilWet full”_ 


the causes of crime. The Manifesto 
states “Labour will offer a new deal to 
a lost generation. We will get 250,000 
under-25 year olds off benefit and into 
work" In detail’, the potidex are M fot- 


efit plus a fixed sum) for 6 months. 

In their book “The Blair Revolution" 
Labour Party advisers Peter 
Mandelson and Roger Liddle spell the 
logic of all this dearly; "We live in a 
world of mobile capital. Multinational 
companies have a vast array of choic¬ 
es as to where they locate new invest¬ 
ment. As a result of the globalisation 
of financial market* they can raise 
money in New York. London and 
Paris for expansion in India. 
Singapore or Taiwan. But whereas 
capital is mobile, labour is much less 
so. Decisions about where new invest¬ 
ment is made are primarily determined 
by the skills and attribute* of the local 
population" The book 's recipe for this 
is a combination of “investment in 
skill" and “pay restraint". Britain will 
attract investment capital under Blair 
through the creation of a high-skill 
low-wage workforce to compete with 
the expanding Asian economies. 
Welfare spending therefore is out. “It 
it not right that some people should 
collect the dole, live on the black 
economy, and then refuse to co-oper¬ 
ate with society's efforts to re-inte- 
graie them into the labour market...ln 
circumstances where new opportunity 
is being offered and refused, there 


icism which a concentration of high 
unemployment has bred in many 
estate* throughout Britain where a 
generation has been brought up on the 
dole” As in Clinton's US- Work or 
Starve. 

The 'lough disdpline” Mandelson 
writes about manifests itself in the 
other main part of Labour's "New Life 
For Britain" policy - ‘lough on crime'. 
The policy deserves to be quoted at 
length. “Criminals should be punished 
with sentences that fit the crime. We 
need a new approach to tackling youth 
crime. Too many young thug* think 
they have a licence to commit more 
crimes. We propose fast track punish¬ 
ment for persistent young offenders by 
halving the time it takes between 
arrest and sentencing. Only I in 50 
crimes ever leads to a conviction. That 
is not good enough. We will reform 
the criminal justice system to improve 
conviction rales’*. 

In August 1995 The New York Time* 
reported "The prison business ha* 
become one of the fastest growing 
industries in the nation. Prison cost* 
are the fastest growing budgetary itm 
for many government agencies a* the 
number of inmate* held by federal. 
Mate and local government* has 
tripled over the pan 2 decades to 1.3 


in the name of criminal justice. 

The magazine Rap Pages wrote in 
June 19% on the statu* of Black 
American* today. 

"In today * hysterical social climate, 
apathy to changing politic* i* a luxury 
Black Americans do not have. The 
1994 Federal Crime Bill (which allo¬ 
cated SlOhn for prison construction), 
three-strikes legislation, unemploy¬ 
ment stemming from systemic racism, 
all serve a* evidence that today we are 
the undesirable* that America consid¬ 
ers a thorn in its side. It also stands to 
reason that the ongoing reduction and 
elimination of federally funded social 
benefits and welfare programs i* being 
done to force or manoeuvre the depen¬ 
dent non-working elements of society 
into a criminal class...thereby ensuring 
a steady and reliable source of prison 
labour for the rapidly growing prison* 
for profit enterprise* In a chilling 
precedent, the stratagem of ’prison* 
for profit' and covert genocide was 
nearly perfected by Adolph Hitler in 
Nazi Germany" 

In the UK. substitute Blair s fast track 
conviction policy for 3 strikes legisla¬ 
tion. and for black youth in the US. 
read working class youth in general. 
Like Clinton. Blair has made no 


2. "It is not right that some people 
should collect the dole, live on the 
black economy, and refuse to co-oper¬ 
ate with society's efforts to re-inte¬ 
grate them into the labour market In 
circumstance* where new opportunity 
ia being offered and refused, there 
should he no absolute entitlement to 
benefits” 

3. The response to inner city deteri¬ 
oration is yet more promises of open 
cheques, hearing the signature of the 
taxpayer ...Pious speeches against 
mounting crime are a weekly ritual, 
while those making them know in 
their hone* that, within the limit* of 
what is acceptable' policy, nothing 
will be done or can he done to reverse 
the trend" - 

4. "New Labour should he clear that 
it stands on the side of justice, which 
has become a tattered concept ia mod¬ 
em society at all social levels. New 
Labour needs to be tough and doar.. .in 
a comprehensive policy to I) improve 
the effectiveness of the police, ao they 
catch criminals. The issue is not just 
the need for more bobbies on the heal 
hut how the police best organise them¬ 
selves to exploit technological 
advance.2) to increase the likelihood 
of conviction in the courti and, 
through reform of our criminal justice 
procedures, reduce the number of 
technical acquittals..." 

Quotes I&3 are from John lyndall. 
quotes 2A4 are from Peter 
Mandelson'* 'Blair Revolution'. 

In iu attitude to the welfare stale and 
its proposals for the criminalisation of 
poverty a* a means of dismantling the 
welfare state. Labour stands shoulder 
to shoulder with the BNP It has iden-- 
lifted the same problems and hit upon 
the same solution*. The only differ¬ 
ence is - Labour is likely to form the 
next government. Given that iu poli¬ 
cies are based on the need to disman¬ 
tle the cost* of social provision for the 
unemployed, the use of forced labour 
to bring down wages (tipping the bal¬ 
ance in favour of the labour market 
outsiders against the insiders and 
thereby increasing the general pres¬ 
sure for responsibility in pay levels" 
as Mandelson puts it) in the cause of a 
cost effective, high-skill low-wage 
labour market, it is a fair ha that iu 
remaining policies will be as far to the 


Red Action's 
in our 


to the BNP 
Is well known • 


»w stands for the same 
aims In relation to the poorest and 
most disenfranchised of our class. 
Given labour's greater cohesion a 
a political force, can it any longer 
remain the case that labour aad Ha 


ly from other right wing anti-work- 
ing dam organisation* that try to 
win working dam people to idea 
and policies that are directly i 
their ewa dam interests? 







West Belfast: 


'an inspiration 1 


I had been eager for a long time to we Belfast 
Ant band, knowing how much the English 
media distorts and lies about the situation in the 
North of Ireland I bad heard stones from friends 
who had been, stories of fnendJy people and 
heavy drinking but nothing could have really 
prepared me for wh* I was about to experience. 
The conch was boring and the ferry crossing 
and to my surprise the terminal in Belfast was 
very quiet with security low-key. We were soon 
\ ****** through West Belfast passing the land¬ 
marks along the stray. Falls Rond, Milltown 
Cemetery, and fortified RUC barracks until we 
reached our home for the week-end. the 


The week-end we chose to go to Belfast was a 


Festival had been going all week long and this 
waa to coincide with a march on the Sunday to 
the town centre to commemorate the 25th 
anniversary of internment. Supporters of the 
Iriah struggle had converged from all over the 
world, amongst them representatives of ETA and 
NORAID 

The first thing that struck me as I walked down 
the Falls Road was the overwhelming friendli¬ 
ness of the people, taxi driven wave hello to 
their mate* in the street, shopkeepers share a 
joke with passen-by, even as a complete 
(English) stranger, people were happy to give a 
smile and say hello. It seemed remarkable that 
amidst all the poverty, neglect and oppression 
that people were able to treat neighbours and 
strangers alike in such a generous way. 

Perhaps the most lasting impression I gained 
from the weekend was the huge sense of com¬ 
munity Working class people with a great sense 
| of pride, common history and shared goals are 
bound together in the struggle for Insh freedom. 

I was amazed at the sheer generosity and kind¬ 


ness of bean with which local people who have 
suffered so much for so long were able to drink. 

chat and share a joke with me 
For everyone in West Belfast the political strug¬ 
gle is pan of their everyday Uvea, they craft 
walk out of their front doors without realising it 
• from the wall murals to the security force 
harassment, to the discrimination in housing and 
employment, the people of West Belfast lead 
highly politicised Uvea. 

A prison visit was arranged for Saturday after¬ 
noon and I travelled towards Lisburn and the 
infamous Long Kesh I have to admit to feeling 
slightly nervous about meeting someone who 
had spent a great pvt of Ms life detained by an 
occupying force, what could he poaaibty have to 
say to someone like me? Again I was taken 
•hack by the openness, kindness and generosity 
of the Inah people Here was a man serving 17 
ynws for trying to rid Ms country of its invaders, 
a man who had seen Ms friends and franily 
harassed, tortured and murdered by the British 
state, yet he waa genuinely happy to speak to an 
interested young bloke from England on a one- 
to-one personal level. 

He seemed special to me. Ms commitment and 
courage remarkable, but the more people I met 
in West Belfast, the mare I realised that he was 
no different to the hundreds of other Volunteers 
involved in the armed struggle. I asked Mm if he 
had any plans for when he got out. maybe a hoi- 
iday? His reply was “If the armed struggle is still 
going on. I ll get bnck involved with that" 

This is from a man who has spent yean of Ms 
life locked up. It made me wander how the 
British stale can hope to kill the will of these 
people by brutal force or political oppression. 
The indignities and violence suffered by these 
people, the beatings, house raids, harassment 
•nd intimidation do nothing to weaken their 



resolve for freedom they only strengthen it k is 
this simple fact that the Briti* state still fails to 

U is not only committed individuals that keep 
up the fight, it is the whole community. This waa 
made dear in no uncertain terms on the Sunday 
march and rally. 

It has been some time now since I saw any good 
in marching through the streets waving placards, 
preferring to make the point in less obvious but 
more effective ways, ao I was slightly uncom¬ 
fortable. nulling about at the starting point of a 
public march. However, it soon became clear 
that this was not your typical English lefty 
march. Instead of the usual gaggle of hippies, 
students, middle data liberals, there were nor¬ 


mal. everyday people - mums with pushchairs, 
old men. young couples, toddlers, teenagers, just 
•bout every section of the West Belfast commu¬ 
nity was represented, and not a dog on a string in 

sight 

At the march progresaed towards the town cen¬ 
tre. feeder marches complete with flute bands 
joined the mam march, swelling the numbers 
FVople cheered and waved tricolours out of 
upstairs windows. All this convinced me even 


further of how much behind the struggle the 
whole community it. 

The English Troops Out movement delegates, 
made up of the usual middle class intellectuals. 

trade unionists and Labour Party gobsMtes stood 

in obvious contrast to the RA members from 
England and Scotland who chatted and mingled 
with their host community, not preacMng their 
venioo of the revolution, but listening and learn¬ 
ing from people who know what struggle is 
about. 

As the speakers addressed the thousands of peo¬ 
ple assembled outside the town hall. I felt part of 
something great. The Union Jack waved atop the 
building, but below thousands upon thousands 
of people waved the flag of the Republic with 
defiance and pride, and I knew that the days of 
British rule were numbered. 

At the end of the weekend, it was difficult to 
have to leave Belfast and return home, but I 
returned full of hope, hope for the future of 
Ireland, knowing that the commitment to and 
support for the armed struggle is as strung as it 
ever was and hopeful that some day the sense of 
community, determination, pride and generosity 
will unite people in some of our inner cities 


M ost members of RA and/or 
regular readers of this particu¬ 
lar publication would be circumspect 
(to say the least) about accepting an 
invitation to attend a conference 
organised by the SWP Bui to cut a 
long story short, in the interests of 
socialist non-sectarianism and inde¬ 
pendent research I attended Marxism 
*96 in London. 

However. I think it is important to be 
honest at this point I did have certain 
pre-conceptions about the nature of 
the SWP, Us organisational structure 
and membership. These impressions 
were derived principally from contact 
I had had with our Trotskyist "com¬ 
rades" locally. Frankly. I was unim¬ 
pressed. Nevertheless, on the other 
hand I had encountered individual 
members who were doubtless com¬ 
mitted in their adherence to Marxist 
ideas, and who conducted themselves 
in a reasonably disciplined and prin¬ 
cipled fashion. So the impression was 
essentially negative, although accom¬ 
panied by the belief that some mem- 
ben were perhaps misguided rather 
than malevolent 

My interest in attending the confer¬ 
ence revolved around wishing to 
attend “debates" on a number of par¬ 
ticular issues which are of central 
importance to those claiming to occu¬ 
py ‘The left” in Britain. These are the 
issues of Ireland and Anti-Fascism. It 
is in relation to these two areas that 
one can discover most about the 
nature and purpose of a “revolution¬ 
ary” Marxist organisation in the con¬ 
temporary political climate. 

It is. of course, beyond the scope of 
tMs brief report to enter into a full 
scale theoretical evaluation of what 
took place at these meetings. 
Nevertheless, even from the the most 
cursory appraisal of what was said, it 
is possible to identify and highlight 


SWP Conference '96: 

A contradiction 


which exists within the SWP • that is 


the contradiction between theory and 
practice. 

We might begin with Ireland The 
SWP naturally wants to see a social¬ 
ist republic in Ireland (most speakers 
made the appropriate deferential 
noises about Connolly). All tMs is 
fine. However, the critical difficulty 
resides in how exactly we move the 
situation forward in the present cir¬ 
cumstances. 

According to Shaun Doherty, the 
Republican Movement have got it 
hopelessly wrong. He argued that 
“the Republican strategy is totally 
bankrupt", a “disaster", and went on. 
“I believe that the Provisionals are 
totally and utterly bankrupt, political¬ 
ly and militarily". And according to 
Chns Bambery. "bombing Britain is 
not carrying the struggle forward one 
iou". moreover “the idea that there is 
■ war in Ireland is just moralistic 
nonsense. This isn't Algeria. tMs isn’t 
Zimbabwe- 

Well. full marks for geography. But 
what precisely is the alternative to 
■rmed resistance m the face of British 
intransigence and Unionist Mgotry?. 
Of course for the SWP the answer is 
to win over the Protestant working 
class for socialism. Once again a 
laudable objective, but a tad difficult 
to achieve in practice! Certainly, 
respective speakers and contributors 
could supply precious little evidence 
of progress on the ground - moat con¬ 
tented themselves with ritualistic ref¬ 
erences to cross community collabo¬ 
rate in Ibe 1950s. accompanied by 
•n almost messianic belief in the 


growth of Protestant working class 
consciousness. Perhaps, like Militant, 
some members of the SWP have been 
seduced by the facile (“radical") 
rhetoric of the fringe loyalist parties. 
The problem is not just one of analy¬ 
sis i.e. whether and to what extent 
suppon should be offered the 
Republican Movement. Of course the 
Republican Movement is not immune 
from principled criticism from the 
left Bernadette McAliskey's critique 
is evidence of that, and points made 
about the inadequacy of the so-called 
“pan-Nationalist Front" and the vari¬ 
ous diplomatic initiatives are legiti¬ 
mate. 

The difficulty is more basic than that 
as far as the SWP is concerned. Put 
very simply, the SWP’s criticism* 
would have far more resonance if 
they themselves possessed some 
degree of credibility as an organisa¬ 
tion. 

The SWP*t “involvement", ns fra as 
Ireland is concerned, has been mar¬ 
ginal and inconsequential to say the 
least. To put it bluntly, nobody takes 
them seriously. And if we ask our¬ 
selves why this is the case we imme¬ 
diately return to the contradiction 
between theory and practice. And we 
can illustrate this very point with ref¬ 
erence to a specific example which 
erase during one of the “sessions" 
During the course of his monologue 
on the “Crisis of Republicanism" 
Shaun Doherty criticised Sinn Fein s 
Mitchell McLaughlin with particular 
venom. McLaughlin apparently sug- 


^ gested that Orange 

ifi" marches through 

Catholic areas 
should be banned. 

! But tMs was not 

I (I enough for 

■ I I Doherty, as he put 

it: “every single 
one of the Orange 
marches is an 
•ffront to the Nationalist community 
because they are a parade of 
Protestant ascendancy. They are say¬ 
ing to the Catholic community we 
have shat on you for 30.60. 70 yean 
•nd we want to continue to do if" 
Fair point you migM say. But what 
precisely has the SWP ever done to 
halt an Orange parade? The SWP 
(ANL) was given a perfect opportu¬ 
nity to display Us fervent hostility to 
such marches when the Apprentice 
Boys of Derry marched in central 
London a couple of months ago. The 
response, however, was a few sad and 
sorry lollipops hardly enough to 
deter the assembled Orangemen. The 
real business of confronting the big¬ 
ots took place elsewhere on that day. 
The same tensions become still more 
•ppraent with regard to Anti Fascist 
activities. The SWP wants to see the 
eradication of Fascism in Britain and 
vehemently opposes all Fascist 
organisations 

So far. so good. Bur how. exactly, 
does a militant anti-Fascist set about 
“smashing" Fascism in practice?. 
Letterx, petitions, demonstrations are 
all very well but the fact is that, given 
the dynamics of Fascist ideology, 
they have to be confronted physical¬ 
ly. And to their credit the SWP/ANL 
acknowledge tMs. The problem again 
resides in the practical application of 
theoretical perspectives The SWP 
cannot deliver. 

Nothing exemplifies the vacuity of 
SWP practice better than the response 


of their organisers/stewards during 
the march on BNP HQ at Welling 
After weeks of talking about tearing 
down the BNP office “brick by brick" 
they were forced into turning back 
the crowds (especially Mack youths) 
■way from the police who had. pre¬ 
dictably, barricaded the road. 

Without the means of practical 
application revolutionary ideas 
become, at best, pious aspirations. At 
worst it invites ridicule. Quite clearly 
the attitude of ordinary people to the 
SWP (and similar groups) ranges 
from indifference to derision. 
Primarily this stems from a failure of 
praxis. 

However, having said this much it 
also has to be pointed out that if a 
group is genuinely seeking to attract 
working class members it should (as 
far as possible) be an indigenous part 
of that community. 

Here also the SWP evidently fails 
(more Social Workers' Party, rather 
than Socialist Workers'!). I got the 
distinct impression that for many of 
the (albeit well-intentioned) activists 
at the meetings a trip to a council 
estate would be something of a novel 
experience, almost an anthropologi¬ 
cal research exercise This is not to 
subscribe to some kind of simplistic 
wofkerism. But rather than engaging 
in lofty debrats about the abolition of 
wage slavery, conducted in an atmos¬ 
phere something akin to Woodstock, 
it might be more productive to be 
involved in an organisation which is 
able to achieve its (perhaps more lim¬ 
ited) objectives. 

In the struggle to create the condi¬ 
tions for socialist transcendence it is 
clearly far better to have a much 
smaller organisation rooted in. and 
orientated toward, local working 
class communities, and which can 
earn the respect of the people it it 
attempting to attract. After all. talk is 
cheap. 






After extended leave’ Red Action welcomes back our reporter 
from West Belfast, M. Collins. In this Issue he examines the lat¬ 
est INLA feud, and looks at the truth behind maverick’ loyalist 
leader Billy Wright. 


Deadly 

Divisions 


W hen the INLA shot dead 
their former Chief of Staff 
in Lurgan on September 
3rd, the latest ‘feud* died with him. 
Hugh 'Cue-Ball* Torney alienated 
himself from the INLA when he and 
three others. Desi McCleery. Semi 


caught with a consignment of 
weapons outside Dublin in April 
1994. In what was seen by many as 
an attempt to save their own skins the 
four man had a solicitor read out a 
statement saying that an unreported 
ceasefire had been in existence for a 
number of months. This ruse worked 
in as much as all four were given bail. 
Torney. McCleery and Branniff 
returned to the six counties where 
they would have been informed in no 
uncertain tems that their services 
would no longer be required (by try- 
mg to save themselves, and bringing 
their organisation into disrepute in 
the attempt, expulsion would have 
been automatic). Torney. however, 
believed that he and not Oino 
Gallagher (who had taken over as 
Chief of Staff) was the legitimate 
Chief of Staff and set about forming 
his own faction' of the INLA. the 
GHQ Staff 

His first task was to remove Gino 
Gallagher from the scene and this 
was implemented when Gallagher 
was shot dead in the Falls Road dole 
office in January. Perhaps with 
Gallagher's murder Torney believed 
he could coerce and bully his way 
back into the leadership of the INLA 
but the death of one of his associates. 
John Fennell, in Bundoran showed 
him it was nut to be. 

John Fennell was alleged to have told 
his INLA interrogaters that Torney 
had entered into an alliance with a 
North Belfast drugs dealer to get nd 
of Gino Gallagher. This is quite pos¬ 
sible as Gallagher s name had been 
openly linked with Direct Action 
Against Drugs since his death. 
D.A.A.D. have claimed responsibility 
for the execution of seven alleged 
drug dealers starting in April 1995 
with the shooting of Micky Mooney 
in a Belfast bar and ending in January 
19% with the shooting of Ian Lyons 
in Lurgan. 

Fennell was further alleged to have 
admitted that it was he who passed 
money to the North Belfast drugs 
dealer after the shooting of Gallagher, 
before being beaten to death with 
breeze blocks. 

The next attack by the INLA did in 
fact take place in North Belfast but 
went tragically wrong when nine- 
year-old Barbara McAlorum was shot 
dead in her parents house It would 
appear that the target of the attack 
was Barbara’s older brother. Kevin, 
who was later caught by the RUC 
travelling in a car with a loaded hand¬ 
gun. 

Since that time there had been quite a 
number of attacks on IRSP members 
by Torney. McCleery or both (Sean 
Braniff. who jumped bail with Torney 
and McCleary. look no part in these 
attacks as he and two other men had 
been arrested and jailed on a charge 
of stealing shotguns from a house 
outside Belfast. This charge was later 
dropped by the RUC and Braniff 
waived his right to appeal against an 
extradition order to the 26 Counties; 
he was returned the next day). 

Although no members of the IRSP 
were killed in the attacks launched by ' 
Torney and McCleery it wasn’t for | 
the want of trying by both men Time 

and again they were reported as being j 
the actual gunmen after the attack and , 


on at least one occasion Deai 
McCleery actually called the victim 
by name before opening file on him. 
After each attack these two would 
disappear for a while before emerg¬ 
ing to cany out another attack, but 
time was running out for one of them 
Deai McCleery decided to take his 
German Girlfriend into Belfast City 
Centre for a meal in May 19%. It was 
to be his last meal. As he and his 
Girlfriend were sitting in the 
Chicago Pizza Pie Factory' restau¬ 
rant they had no idea they had been 
tailed through town by an INLA unit. 
A lone gunman walked into the 


waiting car. In a statement released 
later. Torney admitted that although 
McEvoy was not his intended victim 
he made no apology for shooting him. 
Sean McEvoy is a member of the 
IRSP. 

Cueball Torney was shot by the 
British Army at the age ofl7 in 1971. 
Sixteen yean later he was again shot 
aod wounded by the IPLO in an 
ambush on unarmed men which 
claimed the Uvea of two of those men. 
Ti Power and John O'Reilly. In 
September 1994 he escaped a loyalist 
murder bid when gunmen sledgeham- 
mered his front door down only to 



packed restaurant and shot McClery 
dead. Witnesses reported that the 
gunman had acted calmly, even 
returning briefly to wipe his prints 
from a door handle. In its statement 
claiming responsibility for the shoot¬ 
ing. the INLA claimed that McCleery 
was an M15 agent who had gone into 
Belfast City Centre that day for a 
meeting with his MI5 handlers They 
also ordered that McCleery s 
Girlfriend leave Ireland or face the 
same form of retribution. 

At McCleery* funeral a few days 
later, in an act of open defiance, his 
girlfriend led the mourners. Torney 
also showed-up disguised in a grey 
wig and glasses to cany the coffin of 
his associate along with Detit broth¬ 
er who had been released from prison 
where he is being held on a gun 
charge, the same gun charge, inciden¬ 
tally. as that of Barbara McAlorum'* 
older brother. 

On June 9th the INLA shot dead Fra 
Shannon in Turf Lodge. When shot. 
Shannon was wearing a bullet proof 
vest, a grey wig and glasses. 
Rumours abounded all night and into 
the following day that the INLA had 
finally caught up with Torney; the 
RUC even got in touch with a relative 
of Torney's to have him identify the 
body. Fra Shannon had been a mem¬ 
ber of the guard of honour at both 
John Fennell 's and Deai McCleery 'a 
funerals. 

Torney emerged from the shadows 
again on another murder mission in 
the Newbamsley area of West 
Belfast. Sean McEvoy was leaving a 
friend's house when Torney stepped 
from a nearby alleyway holding an 
automatic rifle. He fired on McEvoy 
hitting him in the legs, when he fell 
Torney ran towards him. hitting him 
in the chest and neck. After firing 
over a dozen rounds he escaped in a 


find no-one was in. The rounds that 
were to finally kill Torney eventually 
had to come from the weapons of for¬ 
mer comrades. His unwillingness to 
relinquish the power he once held 
within the INLA. and the belief that 
he could wrest that power back at the 
point of a gun was his final downfall. 
Was Torney working for MI5? Was 
Desi McCleery working for MI5? 
Some of their former comrades 
believe they were, others deny it 
vehemently. One thing is for sure. 
Uiose who take up weapons against 
comrades for personal gain arc. with¬ 
out a doubt, working for the enemy. It 
has long been known that the British 
seize on such feuds’ to gain political 
mileage while the security forces' sit 
back and allow figureheads' to be 
removed from both sides. 

The INLA have said their problems 
are now sorted and many people 
believe that the death of 'Cueball' 
Tomey has ended this feud'; I only 
hope they are right. At a time when 
there is much work to be done in our 
country no-one wants to see Irishmen 
die at the hands of Irishmen. 


Billy’s Bovs. 

I an Paisley of the Democratic 
Unionist Party and David Trimble 
of the Ulster Unionist Party have 
demanded that the fringe loyalist par¬ 
ties of the Progressive Unionist Party 
(who represent the UVF) and the 
Ulster Democratic Party (who repre¬ 
sent the UDA/UFF) should be barred 
from the All Party Peace Talks' 
unless the death threat against 
Portadown loyalist Billy Wright, also 
known as King Rat. is lifted 

Paisley and Trimble have declared 
they will never sit down with the rep¬ 
resentatives of terrorists' U. Sinn 


Fein. Now. not only are they defend- Pox (S3), shot at their home near Mbv 
ing Billy Wright, who is known to be Co. Tyrone; 
responsible for some of the moat bru- McCormack (42k shot during a gun 
tal and hideous sectarian murders Mack near CastfaweUm. Co. Down 
ever perpetrated in the six counties 3.1.93-Paariek Shetids (SI) rod Ins ion 
but who is also believed by the Dianmnd Sheilds (20). murdered in 

RUC to be responsible for the - 

sectarian murder of Michael 
McGddrick. the Catholic taxi 
driver murdered by loyalists 
during the Drumcree stand-off. 

This sectarian murder, which 
was as much a breaking of the 
loyalist ceasefire as Canary 
Wharf was of the republican 
ceasefire (imagine the hue and 
cry if the IRA had shot a British 
soldier or RUC man in the six 
counties), was neatly swept 
under the carpet when the 
Combined Loyalist Military 
Command denied any involve- 


Now we are greeted with the 
spectacle of King Rat' sharing 
a public platform with none 
other than the DUP's singing 
Reverend Willie McCrea. 

Willie says he was there to 
defend Wright's freedom of 
xpeech. Nice-one Willie What will 
you be defending next, his freedom to 
shoot Catholic women in Mobile 
shops? The cress hypocrisy of 
Trimble, who met with King Rat dur¬ 
ing the Drumcree siege, and Paisley, 
who allows Party Ministers to share a 
platform with him, shows that their 
reluctance to sit down with Sinn Fein 
has a blatant sectarian motive rather 
than any political motive 
Billy Wright's Mid-Ulster Bngnde of 
the UVF has been responsible for the 
murders of forty-two people since 
1989... 



14.2.89-John Davey. shot in the 
laneway of his home in Maghcra. Co. 
Derry; 29.11.89 Liam Ryan (39) and 
Michael Devlin (33). gunned down in a 
bar near Coagh. Co. Tyrone; 7.1.90 
Martin Byrne, laxi driver shot in his car 
near Lurgan. Co Armagh; 7.3.90-Sam 
Marshall (31), shot from a passing car 
in Lurgan. Co. Armagh; 4 h 90-Patnch 
Boyle (60). shot at his home near 
Loughall. Co. Armagh; 6.10.90-Dems 
Carville (19). shot beside his girlfriend 
in a car at Lough Neagh, outside 
Lurgan; 24.10.90-Francis Hughes <ft|). 
taxi driver found shot dead in his burnt 
out car near Moy. Co Tyrone. 26.10.90- 
Thomax Casey (57). Sinn Fein member 
shot near Cookxtnwn. Co. Tyrone; 
8.11.90-Malacht Mclvor (43). shot near 
North St.. Stewartstown. Co. Tyrone; 
5.1 91-Gcrvaxe Lynch (26). shot at his 
parents home at Magheralm. Co. Down; 

3.3.91- John Quinn (23), Dwayne 
O'Donnell (17). Malcolm Nugent (20) 
and Thomas Armstrong (50). murdered 
at a pub at Cappagh. Co. Tyrone. 

28.3.91- Eileen Duffy (19). Katnna 
Rennie (16) and Brian FrizidJ (29). 
shot in a mobile shop in Craigavon; 

25.10.91- Sean Anderson, former 
Republican prisoner shot while driving 
his car in Pomeroy, Co. Tyrone; 
19.11.91 -Desmond Rogers (54). Fergus 
Magee (28) and John Lavery (27). shot 
while leaving Hyster factory in a car 
near Lurgan. Co. Armagh. 3.1 92-Kevm 
McKeamey (32) and John McKeamcy 
(69). shot at their butchers shop in Moy. 
Co. Tyrone; 4.3.92-Jame* Gray (39), 
shot by a sniper while driving his lorry 
near Portadown. Co Armagh; 29.3.92 
Terence McConville (43). shot at his 
home in Portadown. Co. Armagh. 
1.492-Peter McClemettLs (43). alleged 
informer shot m his Lurgan home. 
7.9.92-Charles Fox (63) and Theresa 


their shop near Dungannon. Co. 
Tyrone; 28.1 93-Martin MnNamec 
(25). killed by a booby-trap near 
Cookrtown Co. Tyrone; 2.2 93-Eugene 
Martin (28). shot at his Ballyronan 
home. Co. Tyrone; 11.2.93 Thomas 
Molloy (32). shot at his home near 
Loughall. Co. Armagh; 28.10.93- 
Brothers Gerard Cairns (22). and Rory 
Caims (18). Shot dead at their home in 
Bleary. Co. Armagh IU 94-Francis 
Brown (37). Idled in an explosion in 
Portadown; 8.3.94-Rose Ann Malkin 
(72). shot dead at her sister-in-law's 
house outside Dungannon. 18.3 94 
Gavin McShane (17). from Keady. mur 
dered in an Armagh taxi depot; 19.3.94- 
Shunc McArdle (17). Iron: Martethill. 
died from his wounds from the Armagh 
taxi depot attack. 7.8.94-Kathlccn 
O'Hagan ( 38). pregnant mother of five, 
'hot dead at her home near Omagh 

This catalogue of murder stands as a 
testament to Billy Wright\ fandom 
of speech. The RUC arrested Wright 
suspecting that he in his role of 'King 
Rat' was personally responsible for 
many of these murders, including the 
attack in Craigavon where two 
teenage girls and a male customer 
were murdered in a mobile shop 
Wright and his Henchmen murdered 
regardless of age. gender and even 
creed. John Lavery* who was one of 
three people shot dead leaving the 
Hyster Factory in Lurgan on Nov. 
19th 1991. was a Protestant.'King 
Rat’s answer to this would have been 
'served him right for being with the 
Fenian Bastards" 

Billy Wnght has shown that he does 
have some support in his home town, 
but lor the CLMC to hack-down from 
their death threat would open the 
floodgates to other renegades and 
lead to a total collapse of discipline 
and control within the three loyalist 
organisations forming the CLMC 
Wright it still strutting around 
Portadown wearing his Mid-Ulster 
Bngade UVF. simply the best* t-shirt 
and accompanied by his tattooed 
minders. To his supporters he is a 
local hero hut the latest graffiti on a 
Shankhtll Road gable "You won't go 
down a martyr. Billy Wnght. you 
murdenng Portadown bastard" shows 
that many more loyalists see him as a . 
cancer that has to be cut out 
















Tommy Sheridan 
for Prime Minister? 

The Rise of Militant 

Peter Taffe 

T he vtory of Militant as outlined in Pete 
Talk % The Kite of Militant 


Thu bizarre self-delusion in the Labour 
»hip. resulting in demand* for them to do this or 
that and then being surprised when they pre 


of its brand of Itotskyism. 

The main thesis of this tediously written book 
u the ever onward march of Militant From 
book, the reader could get the 


ead of Militant s time in tl 
Writing about the ead of the Miners' strike and 
the defeat of the printers at Wapping. Taffe says 
"It was working people who were to pay dearly 
for the dereliction of their elementary duties by 
the Labour leadership." 

Anyone who knows the slightest bit of British 


aims of the Labour Party embodied in Clause 
IV. pan 4 of the constitution. We are commit 
ted to the return of a labour Government on the 
bnris of a socialist programme * Either they 


rather than revolutionaries, or they didn't mean 
H and as such lied to everyone including the 
s. Whichever one it was. it makes 
ilk now of being 


Militant has be 
political event of the last 30 yews. This is 
part of the familiar religious-style Militant mi* 
ture of triumphalism and 
which they greet any event 
Unintentionally, however. TUfc is 
his 'analysis' of the political events of the last 3 


ship's loyalties have always been to I 
first and to capitalism second. Ail this is despite 
the first editorial of Militant containing the fol¬ 
lowing: The most important dung is that we 
wish to tell the truth to tl 


1993: "We will forcefully argue the case lor 
socialist planning, for democratic nationalisa¬ 
tion of the 150 monopolies which control 80- 
83* of the British economy with condensation 


be out of place in Alice in Wbnderland The 
removal of ltd Grant from Militant * history 
being one of the funniest The only mentions 
that the erstwhile leader gets, apart from when 
he is being listed aa a speaker at one of 
Militant'* interminable meetings, is when Taffe 
stags him off new the end of the book. Compare 
sad contrast these two statements about Grant 
and guess which is from 1988 and which from 
1996, Ted Grant, who at the lime was - and 
still remains - the theoretician and principal 
w of Trtxskyism in Britain." "Drapite his 
past achievements, ltd Grant was sometimes 
found wanting, particularly in the rapidly 
changing circumstances of the I90ffi...it had 
been evident for some time that his best days. 
Particularly on the public platform, were behind 
him." Surely some mistake! The first quote ta 
from the fantasising book Liverpool. A city that 
J T to fight.’ 

The most noticeable aspect of the book is 
Taffe's total inability to face up to reality or tell 
the truth about anything. The main tenet of 
Militant's politics since its inception, until 
1992. has been the necessity for "socialists" to 
be in the Labour Party. Continually, throughout 
the book. Taffe is obsessed about resolutions 
passed at Labour Party meetings and the victo¬ 
ries' of the left. For instance, a Militant spon¬ 
sored resolution passed by the 1972 Labour 
conference calling on the Labour Party execu¬ 
tive "to formulate a socialist plan of production 
based on public ownership, with minimum 
compensation, of the commanding heights of 
the economy." is described by Taffe as a huge 
shift towards the left. 


of the 

the half-truths of Labour's 


Unfortunately, for the law 30 yean or so. 
Militant as an organisation has been in the fore- 
front of those sowing illusions in those very 
half truths of the Labour Party and the trade 
unions and extolling them as the only way of 
changing society. For this reason alone, you 
would expect at least a touch of shame or 
mmone to be present, instead. Taffe presents 
Militant's every move aa part of the inexorable 
rise of the working class towards socialism 
Quite bizarrely. but unsurprisingly. Militant is 
presented as leading every rn^or political 
movement over the last 23 yean while defeats 
or failures are presented as having been due to 
the right wing of the Labour Party and trade 
union* At the same Taffe continually makes a 
point of emphasising how unaectanan they 
were, but as anyone who has ever come acmes 
Militant knows, they have always been the sec¬ 
tarians sectarians. They argued for decades that 
to be outside the Labour Party was to be outside 
the working class movement, even while that 
very party was in government doing its best to 
destroy working clast living rtandarda. They 
paid little or no attention to anything that hap¬ 
pened in Britain unless it happened under the 
auspices of the Labour Pvty. 

Thffe tries to present Militant as being a revo¬ 
lutionary group that just happened to be within 
the Labour Party, however they spent their 
whole time denying to be anything other than 
loyal members who were more left wing than 
the leadership Militant continually asserted 
that socialism could be brought about in Britain 
via a bill in parliament that would nationalise 
the top 250 monopolies. In reply to the threat¬ 
ened expulsion of their editorial board in 1982. 
Militant staled: "We support the basic socialist 



Taffe and Grant: the men 
responsible 

of proven need Wc also support 


Deny Labour Party that said, "Working class 
unity tn a Labour party programme will provide 
the only real and lasting solution to the rule of 
sectarian tenor and the tenon*! rule of rent, 
profit snd interest." 

While ignoring the fact that it was the Loyalist 
population and state that was terrorising 
Nationalists. Militant could call, with a straight 
f»ce, for ‘Common action through a joint 
defence committee." Continually. Militant 
Named the IRA for the situation in the six o 
ties while ignoring the role or the Bntish state 
and calling for unity between Catholics and 


the H-Bbck Hunger Strikes, could say: "H 
Block, like all aspects of repression, is really a 
class question. But if the labour movement does 
not take it up it will be championed by 
who will turn it into a sectarian issue." No 
prizes for guessing who the b 
Militant's ‘solution to the crisr. was "a review 
coochicted by the labour movement of the cases 

the Troubles On the basis of such a review, the 
movement should itself decide who should be 

designated as a political prisoner, so as to_ 

paign for that persons release." Not only is this 

rtatemcm deeply offensive in that it _ 

those who died fighting for Ireland's freedom 
but it is also ludicrous and pathetic. Just to 
make sure we get the point. Thffe writes that the 
hunger strikers' deaths " in turn led to an inten- 
rification of sectarian divisions " 

There really is no hope for anyone who caa 
believe rubbish like tins and yet ii should be no 
surprise in the light of an organisation that was 
wedded to the state s second eleven for so long. 
Equally grotesque is its championing of Billy 
Hutchinson (PUP/UVF) as a socialist. But then 
given the nature of Militant's own 'socialism', it 
is at least consistent In Militant's vocabulary, 
similar to that of the stale and the Labour Party. 
Sectarianism’ only seems to spply to 


transform the party into a fighting organisation 
for the working class." So even now whilst they 
■re ■ separate organisation, they are Mill willing 
to sow illusions in the Labour Party 

Militant's record on the Labour Party as out¬ 
lined in the book is more than enough to cast 
them beyond the pale but they have an even sor- 



the litmus test for revolutionaries in Britain. A 
test which just about all of them, especially 
Militant, have failed. Right from the beginning. 
Militant placed all its hopes behind the Labour 
Party in the six counties and vague calls for 
unity in action of Protestants and Catholics. 
Tkffe quotes with approval a 


no longer a major force in 'Left' politics. 
Neither are they a break with the past, a. they 
claim. In fact, they have only gained the coun¬ 
cil seats they have, precisely because they are 
teen as a continuation of old Labour’. At the 
end of the day, their politics are the same as 
when Grant and Taffe let up the organisation ta 
1964. They Mill want to be part of the move- 
mem'. they mill want to get elected, and they 
still believe that Militant s ideas, according to 
Taffe. "will be embraced by tens of thousand*, 
then by hundreds of thousands and millions " 


And You Think 
We're 
Paranoid? 

"Big Brother: Britain's web of 
Surveillance and the New 
Technological Order" 

Simon Davies 

S ince the late 1970s there ha* 
been a continual growth in 
police snd state powers of 


is 

how 

The 


mem etc. Much of this was first pio¬ 
neered in the Six Counties in the 
early 1970s and then perfected during 
the 1984/85 Miners' Strike but 
all fairly mild compared to 
things have develop*) since 

Criminal Justice Act, amongst_ 

acts allows the police to do much as 
they please in questioning people and 
cordoning off areas. 

In parallel to the role of the police, 
the privatisation of security 
become endemic. A growing 

of city centres, roads am _ 

estates are now covered with surveil¬ 
lance cameras with instant video 
playback. Add to this the massive 
amount of private security guards 
who are around, the imminent intro¬ 
duction of "voluntary" Identity Cards 
snd the spiralling number of ways to 
shop your neighbours for crime, 
social security fraud and playing loud 
music, and youVe got a recipe for a 


nascent authoritarian culture and 
state. 

What should be most surprising is 
the lack of any dissent from what is 
happening The press reports CCTV 
as a positive force in the fight against 
crime and in the recent coverage of 
ID cards is only concerned with 
whether the Union Jack will be on it 
or the EEC symbol rather than is it a 
good thing or not. 

All the major political parties we in 
general agreement and in fact we re 
continually being treated to the spec¬ 
tacle of Labour and Tories leapfrog¬ 
ging each other in their proposed 
measures over who's toughest on 
crime and unruly pupils. 

The Left, as usual has nothing to say 
on this issue and no one would listen 
to them if they did. Even groups such 
as Liberty don't appear to have much 
to say on the subject. This is pvtiy 
due to then inability to kc things in 
political overview and partly because 
maay of the measures wool impact 
on their middle class sensibilities So 
for instance they lend to concentrate 
on ID cards, CCTV cameras, comput¬ 
er technology and the ending of tele¬ 
phone privacy, rather than on the 
extra powers the friendly local bobby 
now has (or his new toy. C3 quay). 

A good example of tins type of 
thinking is reflected in s recent book 
by Simon Davies, a member of some¬ 
thing called Privacy International and 
recently seen 


the Government's new ID card. "Big 
Brother: Britain's web of 

Surveillance and the New 
Technological Order". The book 
itself is actually quite good in that it 
details the mynad of ways the state 
has. or will have, of keeping tabs on 
us. Davies' thesis is that the growth of 
computer technology allows, or will 
do in the near future, the state to cen¬ 
tralise information from a wide vari¬ 
ety of previously unconnected 
sources. This includes information 
from DNA tests, our various social 
security and health numbers, police 
records, driving licence numbers, etc. 
The aim of the government is to 
match information from different 
sources about the same individual 
and spot discrepancies such as some¬ 
one claiming benefit in more than one 
area or getting a grant from one coun¬ 
cil while claiming benefit from 


According to the Home Office, 95% 
of all councils are also considering 
introducing CCTV. This is hardly 
surprising as surveillance cameras are 
being touted by the Home Office as i 
relatively cheap way of cutting crime 
in shopping and related areas and so 
drawing people bock into town and 
city centres They are also big busi- 
new with the louJ spent on CCTV in 
Britain so far being an estimated 
£300 million, representing another 
big payout for private security firms 
and no doubt numerous local council 


The professed purpose of this is to 
cut down on fraud but a longer term 
agenda can also be seen behind it; 
that of building up profiles of indi- 
vitfoala and keeping tabs on them. 

If ID cards are what is in store for us 
in the future then Close Circuit 
Television (CCTV) is already an 
everyday reality. The connecting link 
between such diverse places as 
Liverpool. Glasgow, Kings Lynn. 
Bromley and Bournemouth b that 
they all have extensive CCTV net¬ 
works in their cby centres and inner 

city 


Despite the big incentive for intro¬ 
ducing CCTV being its apparent suc¬ 
cess in cutting crime, moat of the 
independent (ie. not Home Office or 
police) evidence is that crime is not 
cut but only displaced to another wea. 
In a report for the Home Office. Jason 
Dittoo of the Scottish Centre for 
Criminology, quoted in Davies' book, 
says that the claima of crime reduc¬ 
tion for CCTV are complete fantasy 
and "all (evaluations and statistics! 
we have seen so for are wholly unre 
liable." However this doesn't concern 
those involved in promoting the cam¬ 
eras as a crime reduction method 
The modern generation of CCTV 
cameras are no longer «abc; their 
angle can be altered by the operator 
from the control room in any direc¬ 
tion they want. Moreover, aa Davies 
pud it, "the system can routinely 
track individuals ha they walk 
through the dry. switching 


as the subject moves out of range 
The fields of the cameras intersect, so 
that no one can escape their gaze. 
System operators and police often 
follow persons of interest' (Do you 
feel your ears burning’ 7 ) for miles, 
creating a comprehensive profile of 
ill activities and contacts." Thu* 
the real agenda behind the facade of 
crime prevention is the ability to 
identify and then follow the move- 
menu of potential troublemakers and 
it takes no imagination to work out 
who these people are: anyone who is 
outside of official society for whatev¬ 
er reason. 

A recent piece by Bruce Anderson in 
The Spectator, reported in an 
Observer article of the Nth August 
hammers the point home if you're still 
not quite sure: "We are in the grip of 
the post-modern vagabond...We have 
expensively constructed slums foil of 


are two-legged beasts. We 
cure this by family, religion and self- 
help. So we will have to rely on 
re pre ssi on". 

AFA members leaving a recent 
entirely fegal and trouble-free event 
were stopped by the police under the 
Criminal Justice Act snd videoed. 
Then their names snd addresses were 
taken, as well as details of clothe*. 


was told by • police officer U you 
ever come after me. you'll have to Mil 
me". A) feast wd'fe not the orflydnes 



You Couldn't Make It Up In 


Security Alert..Security Alert. 




now *• »»«P*ng a low proflla. ft just campaigns on two issues 

rootorlng the death penalty and attempting to win the right for police to open 
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•»fw vvwi wntn nv/i inifiiviivu. 

Alain Brtllet president of the Federation Nationals Autonome da Police on the Front 
National PoHoe union which won the support of one In seven police m workers 
councils elections last December giving It fourth position among 18 police unions. 
Observer (3 11.96) 

"We have expansively constructed slums full of layabouts and sluts whose 
progeny era two legged beasts.. Wa cannot cure this by family religion and 
setf help. So we will have to rely on repression-. 

Bruce Anderson. Spectator (August *96). Continuing the fine British media tradition 
of the Deny AfeJ headline 'Hurrah for the Blackshirts!* 

"Searchlight believe that the media need to take more responsibility in their 
reporting. For some It Is simply a matter of of confusing fascist activity by a 
minority around hooliganism with general xenophobic nattonallsm .for others 
H has become easier to blame an Identifiable group such aa CIS for any 
trouble..." 

StmrcMght Editorial (June ’96). In an eighteen month period between 1993 and 
1998 Searchlight responstofy’ promoted the existence of CIS in three prime-time 
documentaries In the two weeks prior to and the week after the riot at Landsdowne 
Rd, they also, in cooperation with the News of the World. Britains biggest selling 
Sunday newspaper, provided CIS with prime coverage. Lead stories and front page 
hea<*nes followed up with double page spreads on three successive Sundays. 
Searchlight also claimed on CIS's behalf that it had "orchestrated" the events at 
Landsdowne Rd. was a threat to national security and had the “arms with which to 
carry it ouT. All in all given the national and international publicity generated for a 
group that has never actually done anything, this is an advertising campaign par 
excellence. In commercial terms what would it have cost? A two-minute prime time 
TV ad costs upwards of £60.000. How much for an hour and a half? Plus the NoW 
spreads? You try and add It up. Little wonder in the circumstances then, that CIS 
are an identifiable group 

"...too many anti-fascist groups are motivated by their own sectarian political 
agendas and have no time or respect for the gallantry and sacrifice of others. 
We at Searchlight believe we are following the true traditions of the anti-fas- 
dst movement when we offer our respect to thoee who stood and fought 
against the massive forces of German, Italian and Spanish fascism in Spain In 
the thirties..." 

Searchlight (May ‘96). Would it be churlish to point out that the true tradition of the 
anti-fascist movement is actually fighting against#* state 

Any member of a political organisation other than the SLP who has been 
treeted as a member of the SLP is entitled to the return of any subscription 
peld by them becauee their Ineligibility for SLP membership means that they 
have never been an SLP member.'' 

Some are more equal than others? SLP role book. Weekly Work* (June *96) 

Naturally. I say, we know the British record was terrible, but why did he 
exaggerate the massacre at the Croks Park sports ground in 1920 by having a 
tank roll onto the football pitch in the middle of the game? The Black and 
Tana actually stood on a bridge at the end of the ground from where they 
fired at random, killing 12 people and wounding 70." 

Observer (0.9.96) journalist. Andrew Brilen. interviewing Neil Jordan about his new 
film Michael CoOms So there you have it, another piece of cunning IRA propaganda 
is exposed! 

"The Baked of Joe HHI by Paul Robeson-rt's one of the most wonderful songs 
about ordinary people In struggle against oppression. Well, I'm hardly going 
to be remembered for licking the arse of the ruling class, am I?" 

'Re<f Ken Livingstone, interviewed m The Guardian's (23.8.96) What I'd Ilka to ha* 
at my funeral... 


JOIN RED ACTION! 



v V by the state security agencies (SB or MI5) to recruit an Informer from peo¬ 
ple in and around Red Action . A number of people have been approached direct¬ 
ly. Fortunately all have followed the established procedure and immediately 
contacted Red Action organisers to alert them of the situation and are now in the 
process of having their solicitors deal with the Incidents. 

Although far from being alien to Red Action these types of approaches have 
been most common in the North of Ireland. Throughout the struggle there, infor¬ 
mants have been a vital component of the British war machine. The facts dear¬ 
ly show that those succumbing to the threats or bribes of MI5/SB have been used 
entirely unscrupulously by their handlers, who pay no regard to their welfare and 
who never think twice about dumping them onee they've outlived their useful¬ 
ness. 

Once entwined in this web of treachery and deceit it can be very difficult to extri¬ 
cate yourself and knowing this, handlers make more and more demands. 
Increasing the misery In what will already be by then a squalid existence. 

We would Ilka to reiterate to all readers of RA that the only defence 
or way-out open to a person who has either been approached, or is 
already ensnared, is to come forward and outline their situation to 
members of RA who will help to advise them as well as immediate¬ 
ly contacting their solicitor. 


Cash Appeal! 


A s an organisation Red Action might be considered unique 
on the British Left for a variety of reasons. However, what 
instantly distinguishes us from the competition is the social 
strata our members and supporters are overwhelmingly drawn 
from. Of all classes in society it is the working class, and 
unskilled manual working class in particular, that is most 
heavily represented within our ranks. As a direct consequence 
we tend to suffer unduly from low pay and no pay. The result 
is that while the political commitment of the membership may 
be second to none, the financial commitment can never hope 
to be better than second best. 

T his lack of cash has proved a serious handicap in the past. 

However, with the probable election of a Labour govern¬ 
ment in the autumn, the radical Left and. we believe, the radi¬ 
cal Right, will face new challenges and opportunities. This will 
be the moment of truth for many on the Left. Some will be 
found wanting. We will not. 

T o enable us to match our ambition to the opportunity, we 
are asking for the first time that our subscribers and regu¬ 
lar readers help financially with the defecit. Your contribution 
will help determine what our influence in the political arena will 
be. 

Make cheques and postal orders payable to Red Action' and 
send them to the London address. 


WE ARE RED ACTION 


Supporting msmtosfi N p for a yam It £5. Mato chequa/p.o. out to Red Action 
V ^L W !!! !° • "Butof newsletter and notifIca- 

t^oo.Qf RA activities. Subscription to the paper art still available at D for 5 
^. ... . issues 


T he collapse of Soviet communism 
has signalled the end of an era. 
Capitalism's golden age. defined by 
the economic and political certainties of the 
Cold War. has turned to crisis. As a discipline 
on the entire working class, mass unemploy¬ 
ment is restored as a permanent condition. 
As capitalism expanded, many reforms such 
as nationalisation. Implemented to serve the 
needs of capital, also served the needs of 
society. As capitalism contracts, deindustrial¬ 
isation and the return to the principal of pri¬ 
vatisation in health, public transport, housing 
and education sustains the profits of the 
wealthy directly at society * expense. 

In the short term, open conflict within and 
between classes is certain. Ultimately, the 
choice faced will be government without 
consent or social revolution. 

Leninism, which decrees the interests of 
the working dess are subordinate to the will 
of one revolutionary party, Is the decisive 
influence on the far left. An apologist for the 
authontanan state. It advertises the He that 
dictatorship (ie minority role) can be pro¬ 
gressive. This betrayal mocks the theory and 
practice of Marx and Engels and any notion 
of independent working class initiative. The 
surrender of the political high ground to the 
opponents of total social change has paral¬ 
ysed the working class internationally 
Sectarian division on the left continues to 
be a comfort to a system which socialism 
promised to replace. Factions, whose 
immaculate programmes for party drotator- 
ship result in the pursuit of goals exclusive to 
themselves, contribute nothing to the real 
movement of the working class, except to 


help delay its political renaissance In all 
essentials reactionary, they are the socialists 
of the previous generation 

Anarchism, which claims to be a libertarian 
alternative to Leninism, could never work. 
Anarchism means the principled opposition 
to the exercise of any authority Accordingly, 
even the most perfect democracy would be 
regarded by anarchism as authoritarian as it 
means the imposition of a social decision by 
a majority on a minority. The answer to 
bureaucratic authority is democratic authori¬ 
ty, not the abolition of authority 

We must start afresh 

In every country the working class pos¬ 
sesses one striking advantage over the cap¬ 
italists - numbers However, numbers with¬ 
out unity and unity without organisation is 
free of political advantage The purpose of a 
revolutionary working class organisation is to 
raise the working class to the position of the 
ruling class. To transfer political power from 
the minority to the majority 

Unconditional democracy is the sole politi¬ 
cal form through which the aspirations of the 
majority can then be exercised and made 
secure A revolutionary organisation must 
always and everywhere represent the inter¬ 
ests of the movement as a whole. II must be 
working class m instinct, composition and 
orientation. It must be built m a democratic 
manner from the bottom up. rather than by 
decree from the top down. Direct democrat¬ 
ic control by working people over their own 
organisations is the necessary preparation 
for the future role of working people over 
their own countries. ' '♦• • • 













E JT *" Britain, the Communist Party 

had a ■ officiant mass following to be able to win two seats in 
Parliament in 1945. By 1975 the CP was reduced to a couple of 

seats on the Isle of Dogs.The collapse on the streets and In 

‘hjwnJvwsKlee is no lees dramatic. Apart from a few dozen 
misguided Rod irishmen, a few hundred Leftist Asians and a 
* thouoond sociology lecturers and bulldlkes. organ¬ 
ised Marxism has ceased to exist In Britain. The same trend 
may be seen all over Europe. 

Nick Griffin. Spearhead Oct 96 

"The IRA are a fascist organisation driven by bigoted sectarian- 


member of an Irish Republican family who first joined the IRA 
el 15. Perhaps certain “anti-fascist groups will now advocate a 
“no platform' policy for the IRA and their fellow travellers. We 
look forward to comments from the Bhoya of Red Action and 
the Troops Out Movement! 

Issue no 81 of the League of St George's League Sentinel which 
comes adverts tor ££c. the true story of the Waffen SS Aieo. the | 
Loyalist Prisoners Association. Small world. 

On a regular basis members of C19 organise counter demon- 1 
stratlons against pro-PtRA groups such as Troops Out 
Movement Red Action and so on...Many of these young men. 
members d CM and vartaae right vring groups, risk Mr Marty 
and Nveo for Ulster and regardless what you may think of their 
beliefs, their sacrifices on our behalf make them worthy of our 
gratitude, Indeed they can be easily classed as bettor Loyalists I 


P^military publication distributed by 
the Loyalist Prisoners Association; reprinted In Searchlight July 96 7 j 

If you remember , 3 or 4 years ago the Reds In England were 
attacking redirection points, gigs, BNP meetings, etc, but after 

| 3 years of action by C18, the Reds arson the run, this was 

shown recently when C18 went in mob-handed to Manchester, 
ajKpto^? th? Rede up to arrange a showdown, the reds | 
to #h ®* toees and this In 

their so-called stronghold of Manchester where they said we ' 
would never go. Weil we dkf and two weeks Meritwee C18 l 

who chased the Reds off when they tried to attack a nationalist 

if) London 

No Remoree, issue 1 Charlie Bluff and Bluster 1 Sergeants only ref- » 
. 10 *** 10 d * ga,troti8 consequences of the Derry 

Apprentice Boys seeking CIS protection this year ter their annual L 
London parade. 

Theonly casualties at this year's Loyalist parade m London, 

.25*?“ b ^ lnd • ^P**" operation, were some 
tf0m 8cotland **> «wa drinking with their 
Mmilies In a different put) from the one the nazls were using.” 

Searchlight (June 1996). Their comments on the same march bear 
acurious resemblance to the verdict of plod, who corraled 80+ AFA | 
militants for 4 hours in order to a8ow the Loyalists a free run. Funny, 
that? 

A Loyalist Apprentice Boys march In London wee attacked by 
the Anti-Nazi League. 

Ttoopa Old magazine Summer 1996. Given that AFA claimed 
responsibility for events on the day, and the ANL mustered a total of 
36 on the day. which gives the Met/UVF/Cl8 odds of 15-1, this 
means: a) AFA are lying bastards; b) the ANL are mad bastards; or 
c) TOM are sectarian bastards. You decide. 

The Spring 1996 issue of the Red Action newspaper contains 
•"I*"** *0 violent personal attacka on 

• <**>«" «tosed member of the Scottish Separatist 
Group [SSG] and Red Action also accuses Busby of Involve- 
b °m* > lo»a In OtabMn. WM Rmd Action f^lw 

remandln the Republican Socialist Wing of PortlaoiM Prison, 

Eire and that ttmy choose to attack him at s time when he Is 

swaWng two trials in the non-jury “Criminal” Court In Dublin. 

BNLA activities. But 
** ** •^’•»ytod Red Action which 
***** * "» to Bamma a political prisoner 

with which he has not even been charged? 
SSG communique (July 1996) in response to RA (Issue 73, which 
** 10 m lrrwt) **** flr> 0e f «* Busby's 
curi ous CV . What kind of self-styled poNticai activist sendeieher 
bombs to militant anti-fascists? Answers on a poet card. 

pie with a history of violence. Five prominent groups In thfo 
category am Anti-Fascist Action, Direct Action Movement. 
WorkarsPower and the largest of si, the Socialist Workers 
Party. ^The most violent of them aT said Potter “am Direct 
Action Movement. They are the ones with -frlrasn in their 
ranks who will, for no reason, just go and kick someone who 
d^iy feel Is a right-winger" 

ScotondYidtyR Fleming and H.Milter A rttettvtly rvotnt Spedal 
Branch assessment of the Left. Kick a fascia' (of no feeeon? 

Credit where credit's due. 


retence of being for socialism a vacuum has opened up 
left * It There le no automatic guarantee thal the vacu- 

II be Wted by pregraeahre or left toreee. The ted that the 

nal Front gained 11S.000 votea In European atedtena In 

n In ttw ItTO a la an illuetratten olthe right being abte lo 

* * p *?: And * poeelbte after the resurgence to the 
om nWhln the Tory party led by PortWo, Ultey. Redwood 
that tot However there la a Mg vacuum to the left and 
1 an opportunity to buHd a new Independent daee-etrug- 



Over nine month, ago ||Pf 
member* of Wigan VI 
AFA and Red Action I 
were bu.y removing 
faacut graffiti the had appeared in the 
town. Ttn, u anally nothing to talk 
about but the eventual consequence* 
of this minor activity were destined to 
have higher and indeed heavenly con¬ 
sequence, that we just had to commit 
to paper 

On the night ia question it was decid¬ 
ed to do something about two promi¬ 
nent pieces of graffiti that basically 
had to go. one reading White Power', 
the other UDA’ on one of the large 
bridge* us Wigan pier. The 'White 
Puwer' ,logan miraculously changed 
uno ahne power* and the UDA slogan 
wa, sprayed over with AFA One 
might have thought that that would be 
the end of it. but noon an article 
•ppeared in the local pres, with a pic¬ 
ture of the handiwork, but. to our great 
surpri*. instead of the obligatory con- 
dcmnation we have come to expect 
from our beloved' Labour council 
over the evils of graffiti, we were wr- 
pnsed to hear that local born-again 
Christians and the local paranormal 


A t a Glas 
meeting 


Glasgow Red Action Branch 
eting recently a number of 


there 1 * heavenly intervention on our 
side at least 

A 1 ■** Socialist Workers Patty 
/Aannual rally last July a solitary 
Red Action member wax rather 
gloomily offering a publication of the 
same name for tale. It wouldn't be 
accurate to ssy that business was 
brisk. While dotily going through die 
moboas, he was suddenly confronted 
by an individual who began shouting 
in his face. Slightly startled he 
focused on this individual who 
appeared to br demanding something 
h wasn’t until he had repeated the 
questioa for a second or third time that 
he heard the full sentence "la there 
anybody from Edinburgh here?" 
Puzzled, but believing himself to be a 
victim of mistaken identity he replied 
ia the negative. The questioner, 
responded with a demivc snarl "Well 
if there wna I was going to do them!" 
and stomped off. 


of Christ had appeared on a local 
bridge, and were comparing this to the 
Shroud of TWin' 

After we sprayed over the UDA slo¬ 
gan. which had incidentally been there 
for months, the local council tried to 
remove our efforts almost immediate 
ly This appears to be the aorm in 
Wigan, our positive graffiti gels 
removed overnight, whereas fascist 
graffiti tends to cither remain for 
months or get ignored altogether by 
the council. 

If one looks at the im^e ia questioa 
there does indeed seem to be a face, 
but the responsibility for it belongs to 
us, not God. The image in qnesbon is 
ruughly D' shaped from the original 
UDA*. but the eyes, nose and mouth 

are in fact the r out of AFA. The rest 
was supplied by the efforts of the 
council 10 try to remove our graffiti 
No more was thought about this until 
similar Mooes started to appear in the 
national press, namely The Sport 
(which is not read by Wigan mcm- 
ben) on the 23rd of August, and also 
7V Star on the same date It was 
amusing to sec that the religious nut¬ 
ters were claiming that a sticker had 
also been found over the image with 
the words “Choose now heaven ur 
hell”. Well, the author can state that 
the only stickers on that bridge were 
the remains of AFA and Red Action 
stickers that had been partially 
removed by local fascists (at one time 
this bridge was an area that we kept an 
eye on as fascist stickers were appear 
ing regularly). 

It would appear from the newspaper 
reports that the focal authorities are 


Cursing the Tories “Back to the 
Community” project he resumed the 
sale and thought no more about H. 
About a week later the subject 
cropped up in con venation and the 
mystery was explained, h appears that 
some months previously Edinburgh 
Red Action were holding a paper sale 
in the town centre. By coincidence 
this happened to be where the SWP 
normally sail. When they had been 
there about twenty minutes half s 
dozen Socialist Workers appeared 
While some stood beside the RA sell¬ 
er, others proceeded to stand in from 
of them. Surrounded Then they began 
hawking their wares “S-o<-4-a-l4-s-t- 
Wo-r-k-e-r- s-i-x-t-e-en p-a-g-e-s -o- 
f i-n-s-p-i-r-a-t-i-o-n etc. 

Initially amused the RA idlers still 
felt obliged 10 remedy the situation 
And so with ■ hefty push in the back 
that sent one of the Swerpers sprawl¬ 
ing the RA contingent opened the 
negotiations. The SWP attempted to 
respond in kind and landed on the 
floor. Undaunted he tried again; same 
result Then Dtnny Gfocksticn son 
and heir to SWP supremo Tony Cliff 
made « dramatic intervention. 
Instantly recognising that (a) it was 
possible to keep a good man down and 

(b) that from a prone position it wm 
impossible to stand up to bullies and 

(c) there was no safety in numbers he 
decided to op the ante "Slop it! Stop 
k! or I call the police" he shrieked 
gesturing towards a phone bos 
Warned of the likely consequence, of 
attempting to do so be whined: "But 
you’re bigger than me" Incidentally 
in case you view of events is coloured 
by your own memories of that famil¬ 
iar schoolyard lament I should point 
out that wee Danny is - forty seven. 


the meeting had not been impressive 
and some were questioning the pohti- 
cal commitment of certain dement*. 
The con venation went to tad fro until 
a relatively new member remarked If 
a tret is to grow it needs to be 
pruned". Everybody nodded in silent 
agreement as they pondered the impli¬ 
cations of this judicious comment. 
The new found sage hanked in the 
glow until someone piped up ‘Is that 
not you started in the parks depart¬ 
ment last week!" 

Oouthamptnn BNP psycho Darren 
OStlcktand has been jailed for life 
recently for the murder of focal man 
Sean Muse 

Stick land, a 6’3" tall fitness fanatic 
repeatedly stamped on Muses' (S’4“) 
head until staff at the focal hospital 
thought he was a car crash victim. 
Stickiand has been on active fascist in 
Southampton for many year*, and up 
until the time of his arrest had been 
organising focal bonehends to harass 
and abuse all Mats of people in the 


One of his cronies Ray Crooks was 
told with his pals to harass and intim¬ 
idate a focal couple whose only crime 
was to have a Polish surname, obvi¬ 
ously Jews according to die fascist* 
Well, after six months of constant 
abuse, the couple tried to get help 
from various groups including ARA. 
YRE and ANL and failed. Eventually 
Red Action were contacted and after 
carrying out surveillance on Crook*, 
appropriate action was taken. Crooks 
last words were “Leave me alone, 
leave me atone, or I’ll call the police!” 
The young couple had no more grief. 
As a footnote Crooks went to 
Stickiand* to inform him of hu bod 
luck and Stickiand tned all hts con¬ 
tact* to find out who RA were, but 
alas he was out of kick The cfoaest he 

came was before a West Ham match a 
couple of year* ago. when he stood on 
a bar-stool in 1 pub ia London and 
naked a full pub if anyone had heard 
of Red Action. Well. Du. VOR was 
there and would like to take this 
opportunity to tell you all about RA 
Sorry iu taken so long. Tb make up 
for it well give you a free subscrip¬ 
tion till the end of your sentence. Can't 
be fairer than thaP 

F inally. VOR found this in the 
Chicago paper Rrwimioman 
News. "The second session's "Current 
Experiences: Potitive/Negative 

Lessons’' began with Dianna Sitar 
Sander, noting that Red Action of 
Great Britain. Ireland and Scotland 
had apparently never received repeat¬ 
ed invitations to participate Drew 
your own conclusions" 

If anyone anywhere has a fucking 
chic what this means, would you 
please contact VOR, as there's a lot of 
money ndmi on it 






















































